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We are happy again to be able to 
provide readers with a twelve-page issue 
for their twopence—despite rising costs 
of production. 


On other pages will be found : 
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LORD PONSONBY 

WILFRED WELLOCK 
J. AVERY JOYCE 
THE PLAIN MAN 
FRANK DAWTRY 

and 
ALICE RAVEN 


A Pacifist Commentary ; Readers’ Views 
on Federal Union ; Books ; Peace Pledge 
Union News. 
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J. Middleton Murry _ 


Truth About the 
Peace Pledge Union 


CRITICISMS 


‘eG view of the answer given by Sir John 
Anderson in the House of Commons on 
Thursday, February 22, in which he stated 
that a careful watch was being kept on the 
Activities of the Peace Pledge Union, and 
that there was a widespread view that cer- 
tain activities amounted to an abuse; and 
™ view also of the Home Secretary's 
Previous statement that some pacifist 
Organizations were suspect in origin and 


_ Subtle in method, the Peace Pledge Union 


esires to make the following statement :— 


1. ORIGINS 


* The Peace Pledge Union is a develop- 
Ment from the response which followed a 
letter from Canon Dick Sheppard to the 
Press, in October, 1934, in which he asked 
that those who were prepared to. associate 
themselves with him in a pledge “to re- 
Nounce war and never to support or 
Sanction another” should send him a post- 
Card. He did not originally intend to bring 
Into existence a fresh organization, but the 
response was so overwhelming that after 
& meeting of his supporters in the Albert 
Hall, he felt a responsibility for giving to 
them some kind of leadership. He subse- 
Quently associated with himself as advisers, 
Or sponsors, some whose names are house- 

old words not only in this country but 
throughout the world. The Peace Pledge 

hion has continued to grow, and in spite 
of some resignations, has received signa- 
tures to the pledge from over 136,000 men 
and women. 

2. FUNDS 


There is no membership fee, but the 
Necessary money has always been found 
from friends and members, and has largely 
Come in response to particular work which 
the Peace Pledge Union has tried to do. 

he Peace Pledge Union has privately and 
Publicly offered Sir John Anderson every 
©pportunity for a full inspection of its 

anking account and ledgers. 


3. METHODS 


_ the methods which the Peace Pledge 
Nion has employed have always been 
Perfectly open. It has put its case at 
Hundreds “of _public meetings, at which 
here has always been ample opportunity 
r questions. It is organized in groups of 
‘hich there are over a thousand up and 
of the country, and it is the purpose 
yy €se groups to provide opportunities 
fairy Lowship. study and witness to the 
it which is pacifism. So far as its 
frature is concerned, every one of its 


ANSWERED 


publications has been widely and openly 
distributed. 

It would appear, however, that exception 
is being taken to three particular phases 
of its activities :— 


(a) The so-called “Mock-Tribunals” . 


The Peace Pledge Union would suggest 
that the name is unfortunate, and does not 
give a fair indication of what is intended. 
So far as the Peace Pledge Union is con- 
cerned, there never has been any attempt 
to force a man’s conscience, or find it for 
him. The suggestion that the Peace Pledge 
Urion has started classes for would-be 
conscientious objectors is quite untrue, and 
no attempt has ever been made to persuade 
any man that he has a conscientious objec- 
tion to war, or do more than help him to 
give expression to a conviction which 
apparently he already honestly held. 

If any man has applied for help, the 
PPU has endeavoured to explain to him his 
position under the Act and to tell him 
what is involved, both in his application 
and appearance before the Tribunal. If the 
right of conscience is to be recognized 
everybody will wish the conscientious 
objector to have full opportunity of show- 
ing that he does really hold his opinions 
as the result of conscientious objection to 
war, 


(Continued on back page) 
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“lt Gan Be Done” 


says MIDDLETON MURRY 


If Germany ever does capitulate, it will 
be through starvation. We ourselves may 
be the first to starve. But leaving that 
aside, if there was one lesson that was 
graven deep on the understanding heart 
by the last war, it was that a Germany 
starved into submission becomes a gan- 
grene of Europe. 

A modern nation starved into submission 
has not the energy to recuperate. When it 
begins to function again as a national com- 
munity with a political will and no longer 
as a mere herd of human animals clinging 
to bare life. it functions only at the fatal 
level of mass-resentment—justified resent- 
ment, for what man or woman can believe 
that the starvation of their children is a 
proof of their own guilt, and not of the 
barbarity of their enemies? 

“Agree with thine enemy whiles theu 
art in the way with him.” It was always 
good counsel; but today it is imperative. 
For what person of elementary imagina- 
tion does not realize that what is happen- 
ing today is that the maddened remnants of 
a once Christian civilization are tearing one 
another to pieces? 


Our Practical Policy 

If, as it seems, our Government is com- 
pletely devoid of the sense of a responsi- 
bility to European civilization; if it can 
look at the situation only through the 
blinkers of a parochial nationalism—then, 
for heavens sake, let us get another 
government. 

Alas, any other government we are 
likely to get would be just as blind and 
irresponsible as this one—perhaps blinder 
and more irresponsible. Therefore, our 
practical policy must be to increase and 
multiply the pressure upon the existing 
government to induce it to negotiate a 
peace without delay. 

It is unlikely that an appeal in the name 
of civilization as a whole will have much 
effect upon the Government—or upon the 


“Courage Madam: I will protect you!”’ 


Cartoon by DENIS TEGETMEIER 


NE thing is fundamental to the present situation: that every year, every 
() month, every week that this war continues worsens the chances of any 
tolerable peace. 


By a tolerable peace, I mean a peace that is humanly willed, and not the surcease that comes 
of sheer material and moral exhaustion. No matter of what political complexion the advocate 


of war to the finish may be, the kind of peace he dreams of becomes more remote as the war 
continues. 


The peace that is to be dictated to a capitulated Germany, the peace that is to be negotiated 
with a capitulated Germany, are fantasies in which men take refuge from the peril and pain of 


thinking the ceality of the situation in which they are involved. For no-one even dreams of a 
smashing military victory over Germany, 


Opposition for that matter. The idea that 
it is the moral duty of a great nation to 
take the initiative in trying to save Europe 
from chaos is apparently an idea that is 
beyond the moral range of either. 

But surely they can be made to see that 
neither their declared, nor their undeclared 
war-aims are capable of fulfilment, if the 
war is prolonged. The only possible war- 
aim that could even logically justify a war 
to the finish would be the determination to 
establish a Franco-British hegemony in 
Europe. 

Leaving aside the moral] turpitude of the 
purpose, which is clean contrary to the 
declarations of our statesmen, how is it 
proposed to establish this hegemony, even 
supposing that Germany one day did 
capitulate? Are Britain and France to 
garrison Germany for the next half- 
century? They would weary of it within 
five years. 

Allies’ Aim 

If this is, as it sometimes appears to be, 
the undeclared war-aim of Britain and 
France, it is utterly chimerical. It is the 
wishful thinking of uneducated and 
barbarous minds. 

The declared war-aim is a just, honour- 
able, and durable peace. Such a peace is 
entirely, unconceivable unless Germany 
consents to it willingly. Yet it may 
possibly be true that no peace to which the 
German government would willingly con- 
sent at this moment would be just or 
honourable or durable. 

But it is folly to assume that this is so. 
And there is a good and simple means of 
ensuring that it shall not be so. Let the 
neutral countries, whose vital interests are 
just as directly at stake as those of the 
belligerents, participate in the peace- 
negotiations on an equality with the 
belligerents: they will exercise an irre- 
sistible pressure on the German govern. 
ment in favour of a just. honourable and 
durable peace. For the German govern- 
ment, in spite of its totalitarian apparatus, 
is extremely sensitive to public opinion, as 
soon as that is really roused. It would be 
really roused by the appeal for a pan- 
European conference. 


Neutrals’ Help Essential 


If it be said that this will complicate the 
peace-making, because it is simpler and 
more expeditious for the belligerents to 
negotiate directly, the answer is that we 
are in a situation without precedent, and 
it is simply short-sighted to ignore the basic 
necessity. 

Every accepted principle of international 
relations has gone by the board. The 
belligerents cannot really negotiate directly 
because there is no mutual trust. The co- 
operation of the neutral nations is abso- 
lutely essential to establish the  pre- 
conditions of peace-making. 

If the neutrals were reluctant to co- 
operate, it would be a different and more 
difficult matter. But the neutrals are 
notoriously eager to co-operate and even 

(Continued on back page) 
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March 1, 1940 


"THE debate in the House of Commons on 
Thursday of last week on the conduct 
of the tribunals for conscientious objectors 
was useful. It was good to have men in 
the position of Members of Parliament 
drawing public attention to what Mr. 
Pethick-Lawrence called “ undignified, un- 
seemly” proceedings and quoting actual 
examples of “very improper ” remarks-by 
men who are supposed to be impartial. 


Presumably it will at least have troubled 
the consciences of those members of tribu- 
nals to whom reference was mace. 
Already the reports of disgraceful cond'ict 
that had become almost daily have ceased. 
Let us hope it is not only temporarily. 
(And let us, incidentally, join in the 
acknowledgment that there are members of 
tribunals who not only observe tne 
ordinary decencies of behaviour but ure 
attempting to do fairly what pacifists are 
the first to admit is really an impossible 
job.) 

Nevertheless, no-one who has observed 
the work of the tribunals as a whole could 
be entirely happy about the results of the 
debate—or rather, the lack of result, other 
than possible stirrings of conscience. For 
bad manners are not the only short- 
comings of the tribunals. 


Mr. Pethick-Lawrence drew attention to the 
way in which the tribunals “in many cases... 
deliberately confused” applicants. while, as to 
decisions, Mr. R. W. Sorensen pointed out the 
discrepancies (which-by their nature represent 
unfairness, since an applicant’s “fate” is made 
dependent not on his conscience but on where 
he lives). 


se | oe ~ e 
Ernest Brown’s Claim 
Yet nothing was done about either point. Mr. 

Ernest Brown rode off on the claim (which most 
reasonable observers will readily grant) that 
“the handling of this problem had been im- 
measurably superior in this war to what it was 
in the last war.” As if that had anything to do 
with being fair or unfair now. 


Apparently he maintains the view that he has 
no authority to issue instructions to tribunals 
and the opinion that the tribunals are performing 
their duties in a proper manner. That has been 
the effect of his consistent reply to complaints— 
one as recently as the middle of February from a 
firm of solicitors in Birmingham, who, having 
briefed counsel in two cases before the Midlands 
tribunal, felt that sincere objections to alterna- 
tive service were not being respected. 

But if the moral effect of the debate is 
already apparent, the Central Board for Con- 
scientious Objectors reports that the references 
to the Peace Pledge Union’s activities on behaif 
of COs, made in question and answer in the 
House on the same day, is having an adverse 
effect on the tribunals’ attituae to members of 
that organization. The movement’s genc-zal 
reply to the charges is printed on our front 
Page, and has even had some publicity in the 
general press. 

The incident might have given little cause for 
apprehension that it was now intended to take 
any official action to restrict the work of the 
PPU. Even now the action of the tribunals in 
stiffening their attitude to its members need 
not be assumed to be the beginning of official 
action—especially if Mr. Brown's suggestion 
that tney are independent of any official 
pressure is to be taken seriously. 


* 
Union—For What ? 


HE communiqué issued last week after 
the conference in Paris between dele- 
gates of the British Labour Party and the 
French Socialist Party, contained a passage 
that called to mind a suggestion made in 
Stephen Usherwood’s article on Federal 
Union in last weeks Peace News. 


Mr. Usherwood, you will remember, had 
suggested that professional and other 
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A Pacifist Commentary . . . edited by * Observer” 


| 


Parliament and Tribunals 


How the Workers Can Unite 


The Problem 


of Guarantees 


Mr. Attlee’s Misconception 


workers in different countries should form 
international associations by means of 


nation, and any number of solemn pledges, 
will not be likely to prevent men from 


Observation, has something to say about} 
this in connexion with the recent South: 
wark by-election. Mr. Bond writes: } 

“Searson, the pacifist candidate, had 3,000! 
helpers, mostly canvassing, and distributing; 
127,500 copies o: 22 different pieces of literature; 
He had 37 cars, against the successful candi-] 
date’s four. And he only got 1,550 votes, whed? 
by the exercise of a little common sense, to say! 
nothing of knowledge of human nature, he might 
easily have doubled that. 

“It was estimated that each elector had aD 
average of five visits from canvassers, was 
shouted at every two hours by loud-speaker} 
vans, that every household received 15 different) 
pieces of literature, and that the ‘ pacifist’ cause 
was responsible for the largest proportion of 


which they could “completely undermine seeking to remedy by force what the con-,each. 


the destructive intentions of their respec- 
tive governments.” He envisaged the 
building up of “an International Parlia- 
ment of Labour and Service representing, 
through trades unions and _ professional 
bodies, all workers by brain or hand...a 
functional, not a federal, union.” 

The communiqué issued in Paris declared that 
the Labour Party and the French Socialist party 
had “decided to work immediately to tighten 
the union of the French and British nations, be- 
cause they are convinced that this union, which 
is now indispensable for victory, will form the 
necessary basis for a new order. They believe 
that this union must survive to be developed in 
peace-time. It is their belief that this union 
depends solely on the maintenance and full exer- 
cise, in their two countries, of the liberties and 
rights for which they are fighting. 


“It is their duty, in particular, to co-operate 
in conveying to the workers of the two countries 
an intimate knowledge of each other’s special 
characteristics and of their common interests 
and aspirations. To bring their task to a suc- 
cessful issue the two parties have decided to 
establish between themselves permanent liaison 
and periodical contacts. They have already fixed 
their next meeting, which will be held in 
London on May 4 and 5.” 

Mr. Usherwood’s proposal cannot there- 
fore be condemned as impracticable. If 
only the Allied socialist movements would 
stress this aspect instead of seeing the 
problem in terms of “victory” first, how 
much suffering the workers they represent 
might be saved! 

Not only is there danger in mis-using 
Anglo-French co-operation now; thec2 is 
a danger that, after the war, instead of it 
proving to be the beginning of a closer 
union between the peoples of all nations. 
it will be made the means for Anglo- 
French domination over Europe. Wiil the 
socialist movements also keep a watchfu! 
eye on this? 


* 


Our Moral Cause 


WHATEVER we may think of some 

politicians’ avowals of the righteous- 
ness of the Allied cause, we can welcome 
the bluntness of Mr. Hore-Belisha when he 
said on Friday: 

“We cannot hope—would that it were so!—to 
win this war because our moral cause is the 
better. The fate of the Czechs and the Poles 
spoils that illusion. We shall win it only be- 
cause we shall show ourselves the stronger and 
the more determined.” 

Leaving aside the implied suggestion that 
we should have taken the offensive earlier 
against Germany, this amounts to a con- 
fession that the war will not show which 
side is right, but which is the stronger. 
In other words, might is right. 


, * 
The Best Guarantee 


GPEECHES last weekend produced more 
demands for “guarantees” against 
future German aggression as an_ indis- 


‘pensable part of any post-war settlement. 


The fear that produces these demands is 
very understandable, but the sort of 
“ guarantee” our politicians have in mind 
has already been proved useless. It would 
consist presumably of disarming Germany 


and of some sort of pact. 


Germany was disarmed after the last war 
—though the Allies’ promise that they 
would follow suit was never fulfilled. We 
have also had a pact outlawing war. Yet 
Europe is again at war. 


One of the prime reasons for the failure 
of those “guarantees” against further 
aggression was their complete irrelevance 
to the economic sphere—where we find the 


| motive for such wars as the present one. 
The only guarantee that is likely to prove 


reliable is the banishment from Europe of 
the curses of unemployment and poverty. 
Do that, and other contributory causes 
of war can be dealt with in a saner atmos- 
Ignore it, and any amount of dis- 
armament imposed upon a_ vanquished 


sider injustices. 


Let our statesmen attend to the economic 
problem and the need for guarantees in the 
political sphere will not seem so urgent. 


* 


The Silvertown Rout 


"THERE is no doukt about the rout of the 
“Stop-the-War” candidates in the 
Silvertown by-election last week. 


Their total poll—966 for the Communist 
and 151 for the Fascist—has been hailed in 
most quarters as a decisive answer to argu- 
ments for a negotiated peace. But to do 
that is to ignore other important factors. 
There must also be taken into account the 
complete change in the Communist Party’s 
attitude to the war since it started; and the 
fact that neither Communists nor Fascists 
have the anti-war tradition of, say, the 
Independent Labour Party. 


In other words, the best spokesmen for 
peace are not to be foun’ among those who 
approve of Russia’s attack upon Finland, 
nor among those who would accept a war 
against Russia; all the greater, therefore, 
is ti2 responsibility resting upon pacifists, 
whose call for an armistice is an integral 
part of their rejeci'on of all war and of a 
policy of positive peace-making. 

Intervention in by-elections demands 
more than faith in one’s principles; it calls 
for the right approach. 


A correspondent (E. Symes Bond) points 
out that US, the journal published by Mass 
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“We can’t expect to win elections, but wé 
could ensure many more votes and much moré 
Sympathy and respect from the public if we) 
adopted more skilful methods—and the annoy:! 
ing part is that the skill is available but} 
neglected.” 


* 


Britons or Europeans?) 
FRANK R. HANCOCK, ex-Labour candi; 


date .for the Monmouth Division’ 
writes: | 

“Mr .C. R. Attlee, the Leacer of the Labouf 
Party in the House of Commons, has propounded 
what at first sight appeared a serious challenge 
to socialists who’ are against the present wal — 
on the ground that it is ‘just another capitalist 
war’ in which they are not concerned, except 
to stop it. Mr. Attlee says in effect: ‘You are 
living in a fine house (Britain). Admittedly you 
are only lodgers, and you do not like your land- 
lord. But it is where you live—just because 
you do not like the landlord, are you going te 
stand by and see it destroyed?’ 

“The flaw in the argument lies in the assump* 
tion that we are living in an isolated house, | 
which is rather unforgiveable in a leader whose 
party used to talk of the ‘solidarity of the 
human race.’ More correctiy. we are living in 
a row’of houses, or, better still, as Dick Shep- 
pard said, ‘we are living in a big house divided 
into flats. ; 

“Mr Attlee added another figurative argu: > 
ment that we Labour pacifists were like tenants 
who refused to mend a burst pipe because the | 
house belonged to the landlord. This was weaker | 

L 


still, because war is not like an accidental burst 
pipe—but a man-willed catastrophe. And 
curiously enough, the landlord attends to such 
accidents as burst pipes and sends £25,000 t0? 
the suffeters in the Turkish earthouake, and | 
then continues to spend £6,000,000 a day to con: | 
trive by high explosives an even greatet | 
disaster.” 


.. by Wilfred Wellock 


DR. JOAD AND 
FEDERAL UNION: 


FOAD has applied all his forensic skill to 
“ convert pacifists to Federal Union, but 
I imagine with scant success. His argu- 
mentation is excellent, but unconvincing. 
The weakness of his case lies in pre- 
suppositions which, strange to say, Joad 
never even examines. 

The soul of FU is willingness to sacrifice 
sovereignty over such vital matters as the 
monopoly control of markets, food, raw 
material, and capital invéstment, on behalf 
of. social welfare, world co-operation and 
peace. Every pacifist desires to see a 
World Federation which uses the world’s 
resources for the good of all mankind, but 
in facing that goal he naturally asks: what 
are its conditions, its pre-requisites? 

For instance, is it supposed that capitalist 
States could operate a FU system? The 
basic principle of capitalism, human ex- 
ploitation for profit, is immoral and anti- 
social, and leads inevitably to war, revolu- 
tion and, as we now see, to totalitarianism. 
The aggression of the last eight years is 
the direct outcome of the monopolistic use 
which was made of empire, in the slump 
of 1930, which in turn was the outcome of 
social exploitation. And what is imperial- 
ism, at root? It is monopoly, owned by 
private investors, who include the “high 
ups” in modern society, the ruling fami- 
lies in every imperial country. Capitalist 
imperialism is therefore the antithesis of 
the social order for which FU stands. 

I therefore claim that an essential con- 
dition of FU is the acceptance by all its 
constituent bodies of a social ethic, or 
social-ism. This is vital. It is the absence 
of such a conditicn which compels Joad to 
lay such great emphasis on the factor of 
defence: an emphasis which from the out- 
set destroys our faith in the thing advo- 
cated, invests it with the fate of the League 
of Nations. 

In other words, unless FU carries with it 
presuppositiose which insure concentra- 


tion of effort and genius on creating the | 
conditions that are necessary to a newW} 
social and world order, it will be futile, a | 
the monopolies and privileges which de 
stroyed the League of Nations will destroy 
it also in the end, despite every effort to 
safeguard the new citadel, including 
“notably, defence.” 


In my opinion it is the failure of thé 
advocates of FU to acknowledge the 
economic conditions of peace that I hesi- 
tate to join their campaign. Every FU 
speaker I have so far heard has blown light 
the economic factor, and stated categori- 
cally that the issue was essentially political 
and not economic. This line of approach 
encourages the view that FU is a short’ cut 
to a peaceful world, which is fatal, since 
there is no short cut. The real obstacles t0 
FU were the causes of the failure of thé 
League of Nations, and concerned such 
things as access to markets, food and raW 
materials, which issues finally turn on thé 
private holders of powerful veste 
interests. 

I want FU, but I am under no delusions 
as to its conditions. To leave all the skele 
tons in the cupboard, and thereafter to put 
up a special plea for measures of defencér 
convinces me that my job must still be t? 
peg away at trying to remove the causes 0 
war, to teach the value—to the individual 
and to society—of the things which belon§ 
to peace. 


So long as it is necessary to presupposé 
Joad’s demand for military defence I shall 
know where my chief task lies, and tha! 
the conditions of the only FU that is wort! 
while are still lacking. Nor am I, evet™ 
prepared to arm against thugs, for I know 
that the breed thrives only in condition 
which would not obtain in a world that 
was ready for FU. I believe the worl 
could very soon be made ready for FU, bul 
to that end we must start at the right plac@ 
and put first things first. 
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MONTHLY 
COMMENTS 


Lord Ponsonby| 


HAT has impressed me mosf in Mr. 

' - Arthur Bryant’s book Unfinished 

Victory is the number of quotations he 

Sives showing that it was the deliberate 

Intention of the victorious Allies so to 

crush Germany in the peace treaties of 1919 

that it would be impossible for her to raise ' 
her head again. This was specially evident | 
in the sayings of Clemenceau such as: “La 

guerre est finie, la guerre continue,” which 

Was more true than he realized at the 

moment. 

It was curious that the statesmen at 
Versailles should not have foreseen that a 
continued policy of keeping Germany in 
Subjection would inevitably harm their 
own attempts at reconstruction and lead to 
retaliation in a war of revenge. But it is} 
still more curious that twenty-five years 
later the next generation of statesmen 
should once more determine on precisely 
the same policy with identically the same 
declarations. 

So many people with short memories, or 
too young to remember, consider we are 
fighting a new war against Germany who 
has struc’: a blow. Whereas it is the same 
War and Germany is returning, foolishly 
and savagely no doubt, the blow struck 
against her very existence. It is only the 
Second chapter. How many chapters are 
there to be? 


* * * 
rE is unpatriotic in war-time to state the 
enemy’s case fairly. To keep the war 
80ing he must be tepresented as an un- 
diluted criminal. 

With considerable courage Mr. Bryant 
has set out the whole case quite fully. All 
those who have forgotten what happened 
after the last war and were only occupied 
in welcoming victorious soldiers and vrav- 
ing flags should refresh their memories by 
reading this book and note the misery and 


* chaos which continued in Central Europe 


after the war to end war, which did not 
cure a single one of the ills which were 
loudly proclaimed as the objects for which 
the Allies fought. 

One thing would seem to be clear enough, 
namely, the unwisdom of demanding a 
Change of government in another country 
as a result of military defeat. Yet the 
Prime Minister has declared in his last 
Speech: “Under the present German 
80Vvernment there can be no security for the 

uture.” Surely we have learned by this 
‘me that an evil government can only be 
Successfully removed by the people of the 
Country themselves. Whereas anew. 
S0vernment imposed on them by force from 
Cutside is bound to fail. 
ae ae * 

[ WOULD like to recommend a little book 
_ Which is neither out of print nor out of 
Gate (no books of the last war are). It is 
The Diary of a Dead Officer, by Arthur G. 

est (G. Allen & Unwin)—a poignant and 
tragic autobiographical fragment by a man 
Who joined up and reccived a commission 
in the army. 

Apart from the accounts of his training 
and experiences, the interest lics in the 
Changes in his mind as to the War, its object 
and its consequences. These become so 
p cone as to make him finally adopt to the 
ull the erced of a pacifist. 

€ argues it out to himself and there is 
a dramatic moment when, convinced that 

& should not be fighting, he writes the 
necessary letters, sending in his Papers and 
*Mnouncing his intention of leaving the 
army. 

On reaching the post-box he hesitates, tt.c 
8tip of the machine holds him back, he had 
Bone too far. The letters were never 
Posted. A few months later he was killed 
at the front by a sniper. It is an admirably 
Written account of distressing self-conflict. 

* * * 
[ WAS rather depressed to find a dis- 
u tinguished professor, most of whose 
taitings we all admire, indulging in two of 
€ most elementary fallacies. He actually 
sought into his argument the dear old 
Policeman whom I have been pursuing in 
Peech and writing for over twenty years. 
- at is to say. he quotes the case of the 
ction of police under civil law to justify 
A © action of_an armed force in inter- 
ational affairs. 

©t me say for the 100th time—there is 
Se whatever between an individual 

* Mal and a nation, At any rate, the 
ion does catch the universally 
the Owledged criminal. He does not go to 
his ctiminal's house, set fire to it, and kill 

Wife and children, 


PEACE NEWS 


— — —— 


How 


Pacifists Can Help to Create 


A New World Order 


HE great danger in under- 
| taking “social services ”’ is that 


we might become satisfied that 
they are an end in themselves or that 
through them we are doing sufficient 


for our cause. 

The ultimate aim is to have a society of 
decent people; given that, indecent systems 
and human relations must go, and so any 
job which helps to rebuild the souls and 
spirit of men, and to strengthen potentially 
harmful men so that they become poten- 
tially useful, is a direct service to the 
general communal welfare. Wherever 
humanity can replace inhumanity, peace. is 
replacing war. That is the only, justifica- 
tion for social service. 

But if the first duty of the pacifist is to 
realize that his pacifism must find expres- 
sion in the community, his second duty is 
to realize further that mere attention to 
the surface evils of the social order, how- 
ever necessary, is still not enough. He has 
a third duty, to face the social problem in 
its origin. 


Cause of Social Problems 

Poverty, crime, much sickness and most 
of our other “social problems” arise from 
the conditions of our industrial and 
economic organization. 

In our society the few can only thrive 
by the maintenance of shortage (te., 
poverty) for others. The worker can never 
purchase all he produces or there would be 
no profit from his labour. 

The sale of that unbought surplus in- 
volves the forcing of trade and markets 
and, if possible, the establishment of em- 
pires. This leads us very easily to the 
maintenance of arms for the support of 
empire and trade, and for the suppression 
of dangerous rivals. 

In our industrial system production 
ceases when profit ceases; but while un- 
employment grows at home, the imperial 
system makes it possible for production to 
start somewhere else where cheaper labour 
is available! The worker can work only 
when he is allowed to work; and govern- 
ments must keep him by insuranee schemes 
when he is not allowed to work, or subsi- 
dize the industries which would otherwise 
not employ him if his labour cannot be 
used at a profit. 

Such a ruthless and heartless system, 
which has as its worst expression the wars 
it ultimately helps to cause from time to 
time, is bound to produce, on the way, 
crime, poverty, slums, prisons and casual 
wards. 

x 

O the social conscience which is only 
aroused by the effects and problems, 
and which ignores causes, is worse than 
useless. And even the fully conscious and 
active personal pacifist may be content as 
I long was, with the belief that when we 
are ail decent.men and women capitalism 

and imperialism will vanish. 

That may be correct, but we must see 
that capitalism and imperialism are with 
us preventing men and women from be- 
coming decent. They are potent producers 
of evil and only the individual with the 
strongest of minds can hope to preserve 
personal decency against them. 

The abolition of the present. industrial 
system is therefore seen to be an essential 
step to the promotion of any decent alter- 
native. Many pacifists have held back from 
accepting this belief because they know 
that the usual conception of the overthrow 
of this evil system involves violence. 


Ending Imperialism 

We know that to attack or kill imperial- 
ists or capitalists would be no more likely 
to end imperialism or capitalism than the 
killing of Hitler will end Hitlerism. This 
must not mean, however, that we can or 
should acquiesce in imperialism; we must 
expose its evils, give facts and information, 
figures and arguments against it, show its 
illogical character, refuse to support it in 
its wars, and work for its abolition and 
replacement. . 

In all peace proposals we discuss, and in 
all plans for a new world order, we must 
see that there are included suggestions for 
the final ending of the evil of imperialism. 
We must arouse the realization that an evil 
system holds back men who are unable to 
see its evil, yet who, may be as anxious as 
we are to achieve higher standards in their 
lives. 

There is, in fact, a duty on all who con- 
centrate on virtuous living as the key to 
peace, for just as the individual must wage 
his own fight for the triumph of goodness 
over evil in all his acts, so he must take his 
part in the community and the commu- 


by Frank 
Dawtry 


In his first article, published in our 
February 9 issue, Frank Dawtry declared 
that as “the social structure fosiers evil 
and is based on an order in which war can- 
not well be avoided,” for those who are to 
practise non-resistance to evil, “the only 
decent alternative is active work for that 
we consider to be good, combined with 
cons.tuctive attempts io help the victims 
of the evil.” 

He showed some practical ways of doing 
this, and concluded: “Many pacifists, I 
know feel thal no patchwork can be of any 
use, but there are great opportunities, and 
many of the voluntary services do 2 good 
deal by fair dealing and honest approach 
to restore fo distressed minds and hearts at 
least a little hope and encouragement.” 


nity’s struggle between communal expres- 
sions of evil and communal expressions of 
good. ~ 

He must come out and openly range him- 
self against the evil. The pacifist struggling 
to make himself free, must struggle to 
make others free too. 


* 


THERE is a fourth sphere in which paci- 

fists can find an equally urgent call to 
serve the community. War is not only 
completely negative but is positively harm- 
ful in its supersession of the humanities by 
the indecencies. 

The humanities must be maintained if 
the human race is not to slide back into 
worse than barbarism. In fact, we are 
already in that state and the job is to climb 
out again. Tanks and bombs, poison gas 
and gas masks, hidden mines and under- 
ground shelters, put us at present into a 
position in which the barbarians would 
surely pity us. 

But bombs and tanks. gas and mines, 
cannot cancel half a line of music once set 
forth in the world’s great symphonies and 
sonatas: nor can all the tears of war wash 
out a word that Gcethe or Shakespeare ever 
wrote. 


CLOCK 


And. however bad the blasting and the 
bombardments, crocusses will still appear 
in spring: two sparrows of the multitude 
will not fall but will sing again: at least 
one tree will survive for its intricate winter 
tracery to burst into green finery; and all 
these things will awaken questionings and 
urgings in the heart of any man with a 
vestige of refinement left. 

That refinement is the possession of no 
group, no class, no country and no wealth. 
It is a human quality which war may 
efface, discount, hamper, violate but can- 
not destroy if one man here and there is 
determined to maintain it. 

Surely pacifists may claim that their ulti- 
mate aim is the refinement of life, and their 
task now the preservation of its basis. Let 
them look to it that amongst all the vio- 
lence and horror and boredom and shabbi- 
ness of war there is an effort made to pre- 
serve culture, to sing decently, to dance, to 
share the arts. 


Cultural Expression 


It becomes a duty and not merely a 
pleasant escape for every Peace Pledge 
Union group to have its moments of with- 
drawal and to have cultural items on its 
programme. It would be no futile expres- 
sion of our faith if groups gave or arranged 
for their local public from time to time a 
concert or a reading, a play or a lecture as 
a change from the bombardment of propa- 
ganda which most of us seem to think is 
the only way to tell the people anything 
about pacifism. 

When the forces of evil are, through war, 
more actively spreading untruth, hatred 
and neglect, the pacifist does not hit back; 
he does not just resist or refuse; and he 
should not need to seek any change in his 
expression of pacifism. But he does find as 
I found, that pacifism is not enough. 

His pacifism must mean thought for him- 
self. service for his fellows, the struggle for 
truth and against evil, and the mainten- 


ance of decency, in active expression! 


Though the pacifist refuses to take part in 
the folly and destruction of this world, he 
should already be taking part in the crea- 
tive activity of the new world of his 
dreams. 


PUTTING THE. 


ON 


When they told G. K. Chesterton that you couldn't put the clock 
back he replied, simply, that you could put the clock back. The 
jast war taught us that time was not sacrosanct and might be altered 
to our gain. Now another war leads us to fresh liberties with the 
old gypsy man, so that summer-time is here before the spring. 


Let us beware lest in our conceit we imagine time our slave, to do 
our bidding in all things. We are clever, no doubt, but still we 
grow old and cannot grow young like the man of business in " Vice 


Versa,’ 


who was last heard of knocking up tremendous scores for 


the first eleven of his preparatory school. 


Nor can we atop time in its flight. 


March approaches. Only till 


See how rapidly the 3Ist of 
then can you obtain shares in 


S+. Pancras Building Society giving the generous yield of four per 


cent. free of income tax. 


In the immortal words of the poet 


Bunthorne, “ Such an opportunity may not occur again," and if we 
were you we would write for a prospectus and application form 


to-day. 


Managing Director; E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1. 
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Towards the A.G.M. 


On April 27 and 28, the Peace Pledge Union will hold its annual 
general meeting. At such a critical time its decisions will be of 
exceptional importance and with a view lo stimulating thought on 


the issues which will have to be 
of a series of short articles by 
National Council. 


faced we publish below the first 
the area representatives on the 


Further contributions will appear in succeeding issues. 


From G. SEAGER 
‘(Hampshire and Surrey) 


JN spite of vast changes in external affairs, 

the past year has been an unspectacular 
one for the Peace Pledge Union. Although 
steadily gaining ground, pacifism has not 
been strong enough in this country to pre- 


vent the outbreak of war. 

On the other hand war has not brought 
suppression and at present we are relatively 
free to state our case. What is that case to be 
and how is it to be presented? Is it to be 
solely resistance to war or something more? 

Since our last Annual General Meeting the 
setting up of machinery, both national and local, 
for carrying into effect the constitution then 
adopted has of necessity engaged our attention, 
and these representative bodies have afforded 
most valuable means for the exchange of views. 
It has become increasingly apparent that the 
negative form of the pledge cannot limit our 
activity to an attitude of mere opposition that 
the trend of current events, in which sincere men 
see war as the only remedy, challenges us to 
offer a positive alternative. 

Hence the appointment of the Forethought 
Committee and the adoption of the affirmations 
which reveal an underlying unity between what 
had appeared to be divergent views of pacifism. 
It may be objected that here is an attempt to 
limit membership of the movement, that the 
person who takes a pledge to renounce war does 
nothing more than that. 

The affirmations are not intended to be applied 
as a test of membership but as a basis upon which 
a constructive policy can be built. Such a policy 
is implicit in the pledge, for war cannot be 
eliminated until its causes are removed and that 
cannot be done without a vision of the form of 
society sought and the appropriate means by 
which to attain it. 

This questi6n of means is one which might 
well engage more of our attention locally as it 
has recently done centrally. Mr. Middleton 
Murry, who has written a pamphlet on this topic, 
which is the subject of the fourth affirmation, 
suggested at the last meeting of the National 
Council that we should beware of cheap gains, 
and it may well be that our chief task at the 
moment ‘is not to proselytise but to consolidate 
our existing membership. 

Study ought always to be an important group 
activity so that the pacifist may bring a well- 
informed mind to his task. He needs also 
abundant charity, so that while condemning 
views, he may retain respect for those who hold 
them. A. similar tolerance, combined with free 
discussion in our local organizations, should do 
much to build up a common mind upon policy 
and conferences and schools with this purpose 
are to be welcomed. 

We need to avoid any attempt to impose sec- 
tional views upon the movement and to be wise 
in our choice of methods of prapaganda, so to 
Present our message as to capture and not to 
alienate public sympathy. 


* 


From PERCY J. BODDY 
(Norfolk) 
O frequently the time of National Con- 
ferences is spent in discussing consti- 
tutional issues which, when it is all over, 
the purpose for which the organization 


exists is not advanced one iota. 

I appreciate that headquarters can get out of 
touch with the feelings of the rank and file of 
the membership; especially is this true of mem- 
bers in the Provinces, and National Conferences 
do provide an opportunity for ordinary folk to 
let off steam. I think, therefore, that the time 
spent on this part of the agenda should be kept 
down to a minimum. 

In all our meetings and discussions we should 
keep in mind the fundamental purpose of our 
movement—to remove the curse of war from the 
earth. The few hours spent at Annual General 
Meeting should create a sense of fellowship 
between members, so many of whom come from 
places where pacifist opinion seems but a drop 
in the ocean, and the strength that comes from 
meeting like-minded people is not realized by 
those coming from areas where the numbers and 
influence of members is such as to make the 
power of the movement felt and respected. 
Every effort should be made to develop the feel- 
ing that we are members of a living organism, 
an organism overflowing with the spirit of un- 
conquering faith in pacifism as a way of life. 

Perhaps here I may tell how I believe our 
movement can contribute to the overthrow of 
war as an institution. Too frequently we look 
at the published figures of our numerical 
strength. and the total makes us feel insignifi- 
cance; personally I do not expect that we shall 
become a mass movement, so I do not experience 
lhis feeling of insignificance. The New Testa- 
ment story of the leaven that raised the whole 
Jump of meal is my idea of how it will be done. 

The other day I heard someone deploring the 
fact that so few people in a certain establish- 
ment had taken up war saving certificates; it 
was inconceivable to the speaker that it could 
be because people on principle refused to sup- 


-port the war. Actually the number of people 


who would call themselves pacifist was small, 
but the truth is that a goodly number of people 
in this establishment come under the active in- 
fiuence of members of t}¥2 movement. In this 
way the whole community can be leavened, so 
that even those who cannot yet forsake their 


faith in military force will refrain from using 
that force because of the compelling power of 
the spirit of those whose faith is in goodness, 
reason and common sense. 

This brings me to another point: pacifism is 
not an end in itself, therefore I do not think 
that members should confine their spare-time 
activities to pacifist organizations alone. The 
complicated business of life must go on, and the 
pacifist way of life should be carried into all 
the varied activities of human society and thus 
spread the influence of pacifism right through 
the community. This, of course, will make big 
demands on the lives of our members, but I 
believe we must be prepared to give ourselves 
completely to the service of our fellow men. 

Thus when we meet in Annual General Meet- 
ing we can pool our experiences, learn how the 
work is being carried on in other parts of the 
country, gather up strength from communion 
with kindred spirits, and go back determined to 
spread the spirit and purpose of pacifism into 
every corner of the country. 


* 


From TOM FINNEGAN 
(Northern Ireland) 


WwHet should pacifists do now? This 
question must be answered somewhat 

differently in Britain and in Northern 

ireland. ; 

In the first place, though we are involved in 
the war, conscription does not apply here, so 
that’ we are spared the necessity of spending 
time keeping a watchful eye on COs’ tribunals 
and looking after those who have found difficulty 
in getting a job owing to their being registered 
as COs. ' 

On the other hand, where conscription is not 
in force, there must be even more intensive pro- 
paganda in order to get men to join the forces. 
The result is that though one-third of the popu- 
lation is unenthusiastic about the war, the re- 
maining two-thirds make up for this, and, led 
by Lord Craigavon, they protest their loyalty 
and their determination to be in “to the very 
end.” The kind of propaganda which may be 
suitable for England, therefore, will not always 
be effective here. 

In the second place, here in Ulster we are in 
a sense at the very heart of the Irish question, 
which now centres round the question of parti- 


Ho” many pacifists can stand on the 
point of a needle? I don’t know. But 
I expect the philosophers know. Professor 
Joad can divide pacifists up into parts— 
collectively speaking. But I am not so sure 
that he succeeds when he divides them 
neatly down the middle into two abstrac- 
tions: viz., “those who think that the use 
of force is always wrong ” and “ those who 
would sanction the use of force to back the 
law.” ; 

Well, there is one difficulty in nailing 
down the pacifist. But the word “ pacifist ” 
suffers from a second disability. It was 
extremely well expressed in one sentence 
by Middleton Murry in Peace News, re- 
cently, and I am glad to note that Philip S. 
Mumford drew special attention to it in 
his splendid article on February 9. Here is 
the quotation: 


“THERE IS A REAL DANGER THAT 
MUCH OF THE FINEST MATERIAL 
AVAILABLE FOR BUILDING A NEW 
WORLD WILL BE LOST TO THE 
PACIFIST MOVEMENT UNLESS IT 
CAN BREAK FREE, MORE PLAINLY 
THAN IT HAS YET DONE, FROM THE 
‘ANTI’ ATTITUDE.” 


Thus, the pacifist movement is rather be- 
tween the Devil and the deep blue sea when 
it comes to defining its pacifism. The first 
danger is that of broadness, the second that 
or narrowness. 

Happily, however, the first danger has 
been defeated, as far as the PPU is con- 
cerned, by the device of a very simple and 
straightforward pledge as the basis of 
membership. Nothing could be more clear- 
cut than: “I renounce war, and I will 
never support or sanction another.” There 
is no room for Mr. Churchill here. 

It is the other side of the problem which 
calls for real statesmanship and foresight 
at the present stage of the Union’s career. 
I repeat the words which appeared at the 
head of Philip S. Mumford’s article: 
“Pacifist idealism is not enough. Sound 
proposals must be made.” There you have 
it in a nutshell. ~ 

I know the difficulties of policy making, 
and I do not for one moment expect that 
every member would agree with every 
attempt to implement the pledge in terms 


tion. The solution of this question is, of course, 
not simple, and the IRA bombers make too 
simple an analysis of the situation, but it is 
quite clear that the pacifists of Ulster cannot 
refuse to face the fact that young men are 
throwing bombs and trusting to ways of violence 
to unite the country, and that this is creating 
a position in which it is increasingly difficult 
for those people who, though of good will, have 
not accepted the pacifist view, to find any other 
method of crushing a violent movement except 
by measures which violate the recognized prin- 
ciples of liberty. 


If the pacifist mevement is to make any con- 
tribution to the solution of this problem it must 
do so by working for those conditions in which 
young men will not feel it necessary to draw 
attention to grievances. by the spectacular and 
cruel method of the bomb. 


These are perhaps matters of local interest, 
and may suggest some more extensive regional 
organization than we have had hitherto. Still. 
they form the background for the more general 
and nation-wide efforts to stop the war. Our 
groups feel that, the war being the inevitable 
outcome of our present organization of society, 
it is no use trying to stop it without also bring- 
ing peace into our midst. 


War can only be stopped by the will of the 
people, and so while doing as much constructive 
work as possible, we must continually try to 
make peopel dissatisfied with conditions of war- 
time; we must make them realize the absurdity 
of 2 lb. rations of butter and high-priced milk 
in an agricultural country; we must never 
acquiesce in the breaking-up of the home by 
evacuation, sons and husbands sent abroad, and 
the Means Test for the poor and not for the 
rich; we must keep on preaching and living our 
faith in the humanity of all peoples and classes. 
We pacifists cannot man the barricades, so we 
must make another way possible and acceptable 
to the people. 


* 


From ERIC ROACH 
(Kent) 

OFTEN a practical man fails because he 

does not face every fact. His opposiie 
number—-the objective philosopher — 
becomes so enmeshed in facts that he, too, 
fails, unable to decide upon any course of 
action. 

It appears to me that somewhat after this 
fashion the membership of the PPU divides 
itself. And this divergence may become the pre- 
dominant, yet unintentional, theme of the third 
Annual General Meeting. 


On certain issues my tendency is towards the 
former attitude, but it is also my hope that the 


by James 
Avery Joyce 


of practical politics. But I do believe it 
would be dishonest for such a “key” 
organization, as the PPU undoubtedly is to- 
day, to press the Government to “nego- 
tiate now” without having something 
fairly definite to say as to what the Govern- 
ment is to negotiate about! And that is 
“ policy.” 

My present purpose is not to sketch a 
framework of a negotiated peace conceived 
on pacifist lines (I have attempted that 
elsewhere) but to ask myself and my 
readers: What contribution has the federal 
union idea to make to the pacifist concep- 
tion of peace? And for that reason I, for 
one, warmly welcome the action of paci- 
fism’s weekly journal in initiating this 
Great Debate. I believe that Peace News 
is rendering a real service to clear-thinking 
and public education at a time when 
muddleheadedness and popular prejudices 
are being erected into national virtues so 
that people will not ask awkward questions 
about what the Government is going to do 
with its “victory ” when it has “ won” it. 


Of course, some pacifists are more con- 
stitutionally minded than others, and to 
them the federal principle strongly appeals 
as the historically inevitable foundation on 
which the new world order must be built. 
I am not now raising the issue as to 
whether a revived and improved League, 
or a Pan-European Union, or a Democratic 
Federation, or what not is the most desir- 
able type of international scheme to plan 
and work for. But if it be granted that 
national groups are not likely to be ex- 
tinguished within at least our own life 
time, and, if it be granted, that these 
national groups must co-operate together 
in the major fields of human activity, then 
federation of their common interests fol- 
lows logically. For most people—pacifists 
or not—this is fairly plain sailing, but the 
rub comes when we begin working out the 
general structure of federation. 

Professor Joad’s article, to my mind, sets 


impatience generally displayed by its following 
will not resolve itself into negative censure of 
past mistakes offering no constructive alterna- 


tive for the future. What are wanted are con- * 


tributions from all types of opinion. But they 
must be constructive proposals, fully comprehen- 
sive, and of such a nature as will inspire their 
complete adoption by all. 


In this regard I do not believe it is our prime 
concern to jeopardize the position we now hold 
in the opinion of many folk by endlessly asking 
—against the wish of the majority—for an im- 


mediate cessation of hostilities. That we want _ 


war stopped is well known; and in any case, 
who wants it to continue? 


The PPU, as Eric Gill reminds us, was not 
intended merely to stop war. Such an achieve- 
ment, enviable in itself, is only incidental. Our 
main task is to further peace by creating and 
placing in society a new type of individuals; 
and leaving the individual himself to produce a 
relationship in affairs capable of attaining not 
just a temporary’ cessation of war, but a per- 
manency in peaceful negotiations. 


If this view- be correct, it involves a prepara- 
tion for the inevitable reaction to war. This 
means that the pacifist movement has now to do 
the thinking of those folk whose minds are at 
present preoccupied with the conduct of war. 
Directly the polititcal situation alters they will 
require their thoughts on peace ready-made and 
to hand. Only the pacifist movement possesses 
the slightest approach to peaceful thinking. 
But the thinking must be straight and clear. 
Vague sentiment is not enough. Although I pro- 
fess to be a Christian it does not seem practical 
to use Christ as a convenient term of reference 
if we don't ourselves show society any direction 
toward the application of the Christian prin- 
ciples. Gur immediate work is not to antagonize 
but to condition the thinking of all men into a 
fuii acceptance of peace, 


Having our thoughts clear, we must see that 
the organization is efficient; ready to catch the 
rebound against the futility of war. No organi- 
zational or technical obstacles must obstruct the 
way of the nouveau-after-war-pacifist. Further, 
if the world is to remain democratic, its new 
fabric will have to be built on the foundations 
we lay; even on our Union? 


Be that as it may, the present need is for 
greater conviction in the fundamentals of our 
belief; and sufficient faith to witness in these 
times to the reasonableness of pacifism. And 
then by sheer demonstrable argument show men 
there is no short cut. The way to peace is by 
a consistent application of peace principles. 


————— 


Postal Workers Call for 


Peace Aims 


A call to the Government “to make clear the 
positive basis upon which it is prepared to make 
peace,” and a proposal “that there should be 
no summary rejection of proposals to end the 
war from whatever quarter they may come ” was 
made in a resolution adopted by the executive 
council of the Union of Post Office Workers. 

The resolution has been endorsed by two- 
thirds of the union's branches. The union re- 
presents over 130,000 postal workers. 


WHY NOT “FEDERAL PACIFISM ” ? 


out very clearly some of the points of con- 
troversy with regard to the problem of 
“force.” But there are many other dit- 
ferences which are likely to emerge as 
federal proposals take shape. Nor should 
we be alarmed at this. What we are, in 
fact, witnessing is a projection of a world- 
wide scale of those very principles of 
human government which were analysed 
and debated so intensely by the founders 
of the American Union a century and a 
half ago. 

The paralle) cannot be stretched too far, 
but I am certain that the pacifist has an 
jnescapable moral responsibility of bring- 
ing his full share of judgment and reasoned 
counsel to bear on the vital problems of 
that new order of international relation- 
ships which is increasingly occupying the 
minds of people of good will today. Nothing 
would be more disastrous for the coming 
peace—nothing would do greater injury to 
pacifist values—than a diversion of pacifist 
energy from the positive tasks of peace- 
making into the sterile channels of an 
opposition movement to somebody else’s 
movement. 

Naturally, there are many proposals put 
forward by some federal union exponents 
which pacifists reject. But that is no argu- 
ment for rejecting federation itself or re- 
fusing to co-operate with bodies like 
Federal Union, which may tend, in the 
absence of pacifist influence, to emphasize 
what pacifists are convinced will lead only. 
to futility and failure. As things stand at 
the moment, therefore, I would throw thé 
ball back to Professor Joad and assert that 
there exist two kinds of federal unionists-~ 
those who believe in a federal army an 
those who don’t! 

The peace movement has_ notoriously 
divided itself for many years into com? 
peting groups around this problem 0 
“force.” As a result, the Government coul 
safely efford to ignore its existence. But i§ 
it too much to ask in these days of great 
decision that all those who are working fot 
a commonwealth of peoples over-riding the 
confines of the sovereign state, for economlé 
justice, and for the rights of man, shoul 
co-operate with each other in order 1! 
maximize instead of minimizing the 
efforts and principles? 
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PEACE NEWS 


“REFORM IT ALTOGETHER” 


The War Condition and the 
Way Out .... by Max Plowman 


HAT is the connexion be- 
tween conscientious object- 
ion and the renunciation of 
war, and pacifist schemes of social 


Service, land settlements and the 
formation of communities? 


This question is exercising the minds of 
Pacifists today. Stated more particularly 
it amounts to this. Ought the Peace Pledge 
Union to carry on a campaign of propa- 
8anda against the Government and hold 
Protest meetings demanding an immediate 
and negotiated peace with Germany, and to 
this end try to persuade as many people 
4s possible to resist the Conscription Act ? 
Or is such political work, strictly speaking, 
beyond its purpose and intention? Ought 
it not rather to be true to its name, and 
Tegard itself as a fellowship of war- 
Tenouncers, rather than war-resisters, now 
Called upon to demonstrate the constructive 
nature of pacifism by making plans for the 
reformation of society from within, so that 
when the war comes to an end “a pacifist 
way of life” may be something more than 
a phrase ? 


Not So Simple 


: “When this war comes to an _ end.” 
“When will that be? says the bells of 
tepney. I’m sure I don’t know, says the 
€reat bell of Bow.” 


Anyone who knows how to stop the war 
and doesn’t do it must regard himself as 
4 traitor to the human race. In fact, stop- 
Ping this war only looks simple to the 
Simple-minded. It is going to be the hardest 
thing in the world. Why? Because war 
I no longer an event but a condition. 

efore war was declared Mr. Chamberlain 
Said quite truly that we were in a condition 
of “war-in-peace.” Now we are in a con- 
dition of what amounts to “ peace-in-war.” 


What pacifists have got to understand 
Quite clearly is that war is the normal 
activity of the’society to which they belong, 
and that this country is not so much 
engaged in a war as in fulfilling the con- 
ditions of a system of society whose basic 
€conomic working puts us in a perpetual 
Condition of war. 


War 1s now a system that can be regu- 
lated, intensified and conditioned by those 
M authority. Under the perfectly natural 
Intensification of the present system, war 
8S passed historically out of the stage of 
“Ing an unhappy event, into a chronic 
COndition of existence. Therefore, in order 
© stop the war, something much more 
Tadical than sounding the Cease Fire has 
80t to happen; for as the blockade shows, 

€re is more than one way of killing your 
€nemy than by blowing his brains out. 


* 


THE only way of stopping war that I 
know of is renounce its activity just 
48 wholly as possible. If you want to stop 
the war, sign the Peace Pledge and keep it. 
Tue, we have a social and political duty; 
ut there are limits to the extent which 
4 democratic minority may go in its efforts 
to enforce its will. 


In my view, a conscientious objecticn to 
War is not a political attitude, and we begin 
to tread on thorny ground when we make 
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whose first article 


it the basis for any sort of enforcement of 
political opinion. During the Great War 
some Americans formed a League to 
Enforce Peace. They did not succeed for 
the obvious reason that peace is something 
that can never be enforced. War can, peace 
can’t. That’s the difference; and it is 
essential that pacifists should understand 
it. 

When war comes, the pacifist duty is to 
bear witness. By the very nature of his 
profession he is debarred from preventing 
other people from bearing their witness to 
their belief’ in the efficacy of war. 


This doesn’t mean that it isn’t our urgent 
duty to preach peace in season and out of 
season, and to use every legitimate means 
of bringing the flagrant madness of carnage 
to an end; out it does mean that ends and 
means are related and that war on war- 
mongers is-only another form of war. Let 
who will fight it, I do not believe it to be 
pacifist activity or the way to bring peace. 


Cure the Disease 


War is a disease. If, as I contend. we 
are not so much at war as in a condition 
of war, then we must cure the disease, and 
this will not be done by means appropriate 
to a broken leg. We all want the same 
thing, the health of the patient restored, 
peace; but diagnosis comes before cure, 
and it will be fatal to pacifism if it acts 
as though this war were a terrible accident 
into which we had blundered and from 
which we could be delivered by some 
arrangement such as Federal Union, or 
negotiation over colonies, or the institution 
of plebiscites, or Social Credit, or some 
adjustments of the tariff system. Such 
remedies 


“but film and skin the ulcerous place, 

Whiles rank corruption, mining all 

within, 

Infects unseen.” 

No, pacifism as I said at the outset is the 
activity of friendship. Peace-making is a 
creative activity, and, if peace-makers are 
to be blessed, it is in their works—works 
by which we shall know them. ;. 


“Winning the war” and “stopping th 
war” express action and re-action: they 
are merely the thesis and antithesis of the 
problem to which we have to find a syn- 
thesis. The synthesis is to be found in the 
creation of a condition of living which is 
the complete contrary to the condition of 
war. 

* 


"THERE can be no peace in Europe until 

the normal relations of its nations are 
those of international friendship and 
co-operation. Today and for a generation 
past their relations have been those of 
growing and intensive economic and 
political hostility, till now the relations 
between this country and Germany, Russia 
and Italy are those of fixed hostility. 
Expressed in human terms, we are living 
in a condition of sustained hatred and sus- 
Picion of these countries, and they of us; 
and until that condition has been wholly 
surpassed there can never again be peace 
in Europe. 


Begin at Home 


Toleration is no longer sufficient for 
peace. We live too close. We are too much 
enmeshed with these countries in all our 
commercial activities ever to live tolerably 
alongside them except upon the basis of 
active co-operation and mutual good will. 
Therefore, the problem—the problem of 
pacifism—is how to substitute active co- 
operation between the nations for (literally) 
cut-throat competition. 

But co-operation (like charity) begins at 
home. How can we expect to act co-opera- 
tively as a nation among nations while we 
maintain within the family of the nation 
the self-same economic system as has 
brought Europe and its whole civilization 
to the brink of ruin? 

Pacifism is a way of life. Do pacifists 
know the way ? And if so, will they please 
tell the world; for the world in arms is 


appeared last week 


really sick of its occupation and longing 
to know the way to peace. To be a pacifist 
means to be one who has made the pro- 
fession of showing men the way to peace. 


You may say, “That’s a charitable 
ambition. How do you suppose that you 
are going to realize it?” Well, charity 
begins at home. If we realize the rottenness 
of the existing social system, what are we 
actually doing about it? 


For the Young Men 


What, for example, are we doing about 
the hundreds of young men upon whom 
so far the whole weight of pacifist witness 
has fallen ? Is our idea of pacifism so hope- 
lessly negative that all we older pacifists 
can say to them is “Into gaol, and the best 
of luck”? Is that the true answer to a 
totalitarian war in which we are all, willy- 
nilly involved? Supposing a_ sagacious 
government doesn’t offer free housing for 
the war-period (an indefinite time, by the 
way) to the un-exempted young men of the 
PPU: supposing it prefers, as is most 
reasonable, that they should step down and 
permanently occupy the place now being 
vacated by the unemployed, thus making 
pacifism and unemployment interchange- 
able terms, are the pacifist organizations 
not interested ? Is gaol for a quite indefinite 
period to be the only “way® of life” we 
have heard so much about ? 


Of course it isn’t. That, at any rate, is 
why we have started a voluntary service 
scheme down at Langham. Here we want 
to create a centre of pacifist activity, a 
nucleus of life which will actually demon- 
strate that pacifists are willing to give up 
their personal liberty and comfortable 
home-living, at least as willingly as soldiers, 
and accept hard-graft, a war-time discipline 
and all the constraints of communal life, 
and so begin that way of life which has 
so often been talked about as “each for all 
and all for cach.” 


* 


IT’S a big job. Some people think it’s too 

big for tne PPU and that our overhead 
charges must necessarily make it an un- 
profitable venture. Such thinking is simply 
insufficient ; for the whole question is one 
of utilization of the means already in one's 
hands. 


Here we have premises that can be put 
to profitable purposes, ground already cul- 
tivated. greenhouses, stables, barns, out- 
houses, water, electricity and 30 acres of 
good growing land. Is it all to be handed 
over to those who can make a better use 
of it than pacifists ? 


The PPU kept over 60 Basque refugees 
here for 2} years. They were children who 
could do little or nothing towards their own 
maintenance ; they also needed a staff to 
look after them. Can the PPU do nothing 
to help its own refugees maintain them- 
selves in the same place ? 


Some of them are now digging outside 
my window. Perhaps in a few months’ time 
you will be eating the food they have 
grown. They are unpaid labourers, and I 
submit that to any rational mind the work 
they are doing is peace-work—legitimate, 
honest, primary peace-work in time of 
totalitarian war. 


Pacifist’s Duty 


And that I think is what pacifists should 
be seeking and providing at the present 
time. What will come of such experiments 
in living I do not know. And in truth I 
hardly care; for I conceive it to be our 
duty now to respond immediately to the 
call of necessity and, by being obedient to 
it, to discover by experience what will be 
the future of the pacifist in a society that 
does not know how to give up the practice 
of war. 


Our object is to work out our own sal- 
vation by being of social service. I dream 
of a place that is at once a school for 
pacifists and a university where the faith 
may be not only examined, deepened, and 
more profoundly understood, but where it 


may be lived in all the complexity of a § 


communal life. For that communal life is 
microcosmic of the complex life of the 
nation of Europe today. 


If you want to test your pacifism. Lang- 
ham is the place that will try it out! If 
you want to know whether you are a truly 
conscious pacifist, able to be responsible for 
a corporate body, able to accept the respon- 
sibility for it day in day out. as every mem- 
ber of it should be; or whether you are 
merely a self-pleasing egotist with a pacifist 
bee in your bonnet, a few weeks’ member- 
ship of a pacifist community will teach you. 
I assure you the test will be a searching 
one, and if you want to indulge in 
“escapism,” it will be by walking out. 


* 


HERE, however, we make no pretensions 
ant community: it happens to be a word 
for which we have no affection ; in fact we 
decided to “debunk Community” at one 
of our recent Sunday evening sessions. In 
place of the ideal of community we decided 
to put the reality of work for a purpose, 
and we made our motto: “ Pursue the pur- 
pose, take care of the work, and the com- 
munity will take care of itself.’ I don't 
pretend that that is the whole truth; only 
that community, like peace, is a resultant, 
a condition of being which comes to those 
who, in the pursuit of a worthy aim, love 
the means to it and take pride and pleasure 
in their work no matter how seemingly 
servile it may be. So we would prefer to 
be regarded as a work-camp rather than 
a community. 


But the subject is endless and I have left 
myself no space to appeal for your help. 
Readers of Peace News will have seen that 
in co-operation with the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club we are holding a Serial 
Conference to discuss the whole question of 
pacifist activity at the present time. 


Down here we are already preparing for 
the Easter Conference when we hope the 
house will be crowded out with PPU 
members. We trust we shall be able to 
accommodate all who would like to come, 
but our stores of china, furniture, linoleum, 
mats, carpets, sheets, cooking utensile, &c., 
have been sadly depleted. Can anyone 
help? 

The whole venture needs your active 
support if it is to be more than a venture. 
With this, we, of the Peace Pledge Union, 
can create a pacifist university of our own. 


——__—=-—-——_—— 


Acknowledgment 


The Rev. Martin Tupper acknowledges the 
receipt of a further anonymous gift of 15s. 


PRINTING and PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD, 


245-7 CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 


LONDON, N.W.2 
Telephone : - GLAdstone 1234 


100% Members Peace Pledge Union 


HUMBUG | 


In War-Time 


The Truth about 


'' The Truth about this War" 
PEACE RACKETEERS— 


a warning 


COMMUNISTS WHO HAVE 
DISSENTED—An Anthology 
What the German Emigration is 
like—a survey 
BLIMP AT WAR.... 
and 
C. A. SMITH ON 


| 
LABOUR'S WAR AIMS! 


all in the March 
LEFT FORUM. 


the indispensable monthly, 34d. post 
free, or 1/9 for six months, from 


LEFT FORUM, 
35 St. Bride Street, London, E.C.4 


ee 


6 


PEACE NEWS 


THE PLAIN MAW discusses 
How We Could Meet an Invader 


and Stop All War 


the Germans would simply come 
over here and take our country!” 
How often has the pacifist, engaged in 
conversation with a possible recruit to his 
movement, been met with that answer. 
Triumphantly the other thinks he has 
produced a hurdle which no amount of 
“impracticable ” idealism can vault. 
But facts prove otherwise. 
* + * 


4 Y ES, but if we didn’t do anything 


THE other week people stopped buying 
bacon. The price had been put up so 
much that they decided it wasn’t worth 
buying. So the people who manage these 
things now had to reduce the price. 

Just a question of supply and demand? 
Yes. But it was also a demonstration— 
albeit an unconscious one—of what millions 
of ordinary people can do when they act 
together. The people, in effect, said “ No” 
—and the price was revised. 

What could not those same millions of 
people do if they used their power of non- 
co-operation consciously, for a definite 
object? They could prevent an invading 
army from “ taking” their country. They 
could, indeed, prevent a government of 
their own from embarking on a war. 


” * ™ 


"THIS isn’t just a hope. Such things have 
actually happened. 

In India, for instance, British rule has 
been met at times by civil disobedience— 
that is, by ordinary people refusing to obey 
laws which they believed to be unjust. 

It is true that this way of attaining your 
end by peaceful means has not brought 
India independence—yet. But the method 
itself is all right. 

If you doubt my words, read what Sir 
George Lloyd, one-time Governor of the 
Bombay Presidency, said of a civil dis- 
obedience campaign: 

“Gandhi gave us a scare! His programme 
filled our jails. You can't go on arresting 
people for ever, you know—not when there are 
319,000,000 of them. And if they had taken his 
next step and refused to pay taxes—God knows 
where we would have been! 

“Gandhi's was the most colossal experiment 
in world history; and it came within an inch of 
succeeding.” 

Obviously this method of resistance calls 
for at least as much courage as we expect 
soldiers to show. Experience shows that it 
is forthcoming. 

Not only in India has there been unarmed 
resistance to an invader. It has also 
happened in the West. 

When French troops invaded the Ruhr in 
1928, as part of an endeavour to exact pay- 
ment of reparations, the Germans adopted 
passive resistance. The French had to 
march out again. 

In that case, it is true, there was some 
violence on both sides, but the refusal of 
the Germans to deal with the invaders 


* * * 


HERE in England the method of non- 
co-operation, in the form of strikes, has 
achieved much. 
The scores of instances in the history of 
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achieved its object. 


the British labour movement show a capa- 
city for sacrifice by determined men and 
women that has often achieved its object. 

It is significant that even troops\have 
sometimes been useless against strikers. 
They have fraternized with the “enemy.” 

Some of the nineteenth century strikes 
were truly epic. Men faced eviction from 
home, starvation, and even death, in a 


common cause. Slowly their struggles won 2 


for them some improvement in the 
wretched conditions under which they had 
had to work. 

Surely their descendants are capable of 
the same heroism, if need be, in as good a 


cause? 
* * s 


NE of the foremost thinkers of our time, 

Bertrand Russell, has already described 
how an invader could be dealt with in this 
way. 

In a pamphlet published during the last 
war he envisaged the landing of a German 
army, which would meet with no military 
opposition. Difficulties would start when 
the invading force tried to govern the 
passively resisting nation. 

“All the existing officials,’ wrote Bertrand 
Russell, “ would refuse to co-operate with the 
Germans. Some of the more prominent would 
be imprisoned, perhaps even shot, in order to 
encourage the others. But if the others held 
firm, if they refused to recognize or transmit any 
order given by Germans, if they continued to 
carry out the decrees previously made by the 
English Parliament and the English Government, 
the Germans would have to dismiss them all, 
even to the humblest postman, and call in 
German talent to fill the breach. 

“The dismissed officials could not all be 
imprisoned or shot; since no fighting would have 
occurred, such wholesale brutality would be out 
of the question. And it would be very difficult 
for the Germans suddenly, out of nothing, to 
ereate an administrative machine. Whatever 
edicts they might issue would be quietly ignored 
by the population.” 


We should remember, too, that Sir 
Norman Angell has shown that it is 
economically impossible for one great 


modern State to take possession of another. 
The closely-knit structure of modern 


finance and industry would receive such a 
blow that the invader’s own institutions 
in those spheres would suffer disastrous 
consequences. 

The power of the invaded people would 
thus be reinforced. 


* * > 


AJOW let us turn from the problem of in- 
‘ vasion to that of the government about 
to embark on war against the wishes of its 
people. Need they go like lambs to the 
slaughter? The history of the labour 
movement again gives us an answer. 

In 1920 Britain was in danger of open war 
with Soviet Russia. On May 10 dockers 
engaged in loading the Jolly George, a 
London freighter, with munitions for 
Poland, struck work. Coal-trimmers 
refused to coal the ship. 

The whole movement followed this lead. 
The Government was warned that “the 
whole industrial power of the organized 
workers will be used to defeat this war.” 

But that power did not have to be used. 
There was no war. The Government 
realized it could not coerce a determined 
labour movement. 


* * * 


WHat has been done once can be done 
again. 

Even today schemes are being discussed 
for making war impossible in the future. 
Let us remember that, whatever inter- 
national body we build, one of the greatest 
obstacles to war-makers will always be a 
population determined not to fight. 

Why not build on that knowledge, what- 
ever the politicians may do? It would be 
the beginning of a people’s movement 
against war; frontiers need be no barrier 
to it. 

The power of a determined people to say 
“No!” which is the power that could make 
an invader go away in peace, could thus 
be harnessed to prevent invasion from 
becoming a possibility at all. 


1940 


John Millar 


As though you could use violent, 
means, and achieve peace and justice ! 
determine Ends, and must be like the Ends 
proposed. Means, intrinsically different from 
the Ends proposed, achieve Ends like them- 
selves, not like those they were meant to 
achieve. Violence and war. will Produce a 
"peace" and a social organization having the 
potentialities of more violenca and war. The 
“war to end war," resulted as usual in a 
peace essentially like war—Peace and social 
justice are only obtainable by means that are 
just and pacific. People will behave justly and 
pacifically only if they have trained themselves 
to do so, even in circumstances where it would 
be easier to behave violently and unjustly. 

—Eyeless in Gaza, 


unjust 
Means 


Wanted — A Revolution 


E are familiar with the 

W ecrs “ Winning the War” 

We ‘Winning the Peace,” 
each of which is as vague as the 


other. 

“Winning the War’ means, apparently, 
ce Destroying Nazism,” “ Throttling Ger- 
many.” or “Isolating the Enemy,” if we can 
judge by the words of those who are wag- 
ing the war. “ Winning the Peace,” on the 
other hand, seems to mean ensuring safety 
and success for those nations and indivi- 
duals who are “making the war effort” 

against Germany. 

This language is the official language of 
those who are responsible for the war. But 
there are others, working for peace Pe 
of war, who still use the word “ Peace” i 
a limited, or even negative, sense, tet 
than connecting it with an entirely new 
social order. In the first sense, to work for 
“Peace” is merely to work to “Ston the 
War.” 

No doubt this aim has its attractions, 
since to stop the war means to stop the 
human suffering and loss of life occasioned 
by the war. It means putting an end to 
the poverty and restrictions which war con- 
ditions have forced upon us. It means end- 
ing the present nightmarish quality of 
human life and opening up possibilities of 
enjoyment to us again. But peace made 
under present conditions would only serve 
to bring back the old order with all its 
defects and social inadequacies. 

Let us ask the question, for whom is this 
war being waged? We are told that we 
are fighting for democracy, for liberty, for 
civilization, for the rights of small peoples, 
for human values, but these are all abstrac- 
tions. 

We are even told that we are fighting for 

‘our lives,” pe the question arises, “ for 
whose lives” We have never yet been 
told that we are fighting for the people of 
England. “ Our lives” surely means the 
“incomes” of those who have money in- 
vested in the East of Europe or overseas. 


The people of England, as a whole, are not 
benefiting by the war, nor were their lives 


a lever threatened by an enemy. 


by 
Alice Raven 


Before the last war the author of this 
article was engaged in historical and 
literary work. Afterwards she took 
up social work, living in an East End 
settlement, and studied psychology. 

She gave several courses of lectures 
on this subject, as well as publish- 
ing one or two books. Her desire 10 
apply her studies to the criminal 
courts led her to read for the Bar. In 
1934 she was called to the Bar by 
Lincoln’s Inn and since then has been 
practising in the civil and criminal 
courts. 


Their suffering becomes more and more 
apparent as the war continues. They sup- 
ported this war only because they were 
told that the uncertainty and economic 
stress which tormented their existen:2 was 
due to the threats of Germany. Vaguely 
they hoped for a better state of society if 
Germany was defeated. 

But when they see how their lives have 
been made precarious, not by Germany, but 
by those who, under the present financial 
system, profit by slumps and crises, and 
when they realize how any social and poli- V 
tical liberty they enjoyed is being under- 
mined by the present war policy, they will 
turn to those who can point the way to a 
new social order. 

Rather than trying to stop the war on 


the basis of the old order, we need to face’ 


all the present misery and see that therein 
lies our opportunity. For the war has shown 
with unmistakable clearness the bank- 
ruptcy of the present system under which 
we live. 

In the realms of politics, finance, social 
life and religion, we might say, also, of law, 
medicin@and education, we see antiquated 
codes at work, based not on the good of the 
whole, but on tHe profit of a few. A new 
conception of society is needed, which, 


worked out in practical terms, would mean 
that every English man, woman and child 
would be able to say with pride: “ England 
for All.” 

The time has come for a revolution. This 
revolution is not to be a shifting of power 
from one class to another, but to be a revo~ 
lution of our globe. If war and the order 
of society on which it rests is antiquated, 
there must be a social order better fitted to 
our present state of knowledge and moral 
advancement. 

Our globe needs turning round, to give 
us, as it were, a new view of the universe 
and to bring new sources of light on to our 
horizon. Leaving behind the notions of a 
former age, we could then fix our minds on 
certain facts which are all-important for 
the present age. 

The most important fact to be realized is 
the power of production which modern 
science has given us. But this fact m-uct be 
seen in proper perspective, as related to a 
rational social system, under which all the 
goods that are produced are shared by all. 

No-one must go hungry, shelterless or 
cold in the new State, with its enormous 
actual and potential wealth. Each member 
of the State must receive a national income, 
apart from wages and salary, to provide 
him with the necessities of life. Money will 
have no value, except to distribute the 
goods, and these goods will include our 
artistic and intellectual “ productions,” as 
well as material goods. 

“Impossible.” some will say, “too good 
to be true.” But not when the globe has 
been turned round to its proper vantage 
point. 

Then all will be easy, with the new point 
of view and the accompanying idea: “Each 
for all, all for each.” War will be unthink- 
able, because, with a proper distribution of 
wealth in each country, international trade 
will mean the rational exchange of surplus 
goods. When every nation has prosperity. 
and contentment within its own borders, 
the causes of war will have been removed. 

The turning of the globe must be the 
work of all. Buta few, having reached for 
themselves the new view-point, can show 
the others the necessity for it. 
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Where the 
Women Marched 


A GOOD idea of the widespread nature 

of the demonstrations for negotiation 
how on Women’s Peace Day (February 17) 
Can now be gained from these local reports: 


. Central London. About 140 women paraded 
in the main thoroughfares, where leaflets were 
distributed and 120 copies of Peace News sold. 

Bromley, Beckenham and West Wickham 
Paraded, sold Peace News and held an open-air 
Meeting. 

Wattord had a good parade and an evening 
Meeting addressed by Miss Dorothy Evans. 

Cardiff had a’ silent march through the main 
Streets in which 53 women took part. 

Liverpool held a_ silent march through 
Crowded shopping centres where 300 copics of 
Peace News were sold and 4,000 leaflets dis- 
tributed, 

Nottingham had 30 women parading in the 
Main shopping centre and Peace News was sold. 

Dartford had a good parade in which 45 
Women took part and men sold Peace News. 

Pe Eastleigh. Women from Bournemouth and 
Southampton joined in a silent march through 
the streets of Eastleigh. 

i Romford held a march and an afternoon mect- 

Ng addressed by Mary Gamble. 

. Welwyn Garden City. Two meetings were 
Neid, addressed by Mrs. Duncan Harris, J.P., 
Chairman of the British Branch of the WIL. 

fon roy don. A very good poster parade was held, 
~ Owed by an open-air meeting addressed by 
Sybil Morrison. 

Manchester. 116 women took part in a pro- 
Cession to the Friends’ Mecting House where a 
Public meeting was held. 213 copies of Peace 
News were sold. 

Cweastle. Two parades were held, morning 
4nd afternoon, followed by a public meeting. 
Camborne. A silent march organized by 
Cornish groups was held, followed by a very 
Successful open-air meeting. 

Barnet. There were two parades, morning 
8nd afternoon, and leaflets were distributed; the 
Morning march caused a great deal of attention. 

Guildford. A parade had to be abandoned 
Wing to adverse weather conditions, Neverthe- 
nied a number of Peace New’ were sold in the 
treets, 

Cambridge. A mass street distribution of 
pafiets and selling of Peace News attracted 
"Nuch attention and some questions, mostly 
Sympathetic. 

h fegenity: A successful poster parade was 

"eld and leaflets distributed. 

: hos. A very good parade followed by a public 
neeting. 

to Ealham, Tooting and Streatham. 60 women 
ok part in two parades which converged on 

Ccting, where an open-air meeting was held. 

Eastbourne. A poster parade was held and 
men distributed leaflets and sold Peace News. 
Ral Isea, A poster parade left King’s Road 
. went as far as Hammersmith, followed by 

Successful open-air meeting at, Walham Green. 
ms Tnham-on-Sea. A successful afternoon 

-eting was held. 
‘5 Rugby. A poster parade was held followed by 

neeting, 
ay od Green and Palmers Green. 100 women 
7 alpha and afterwards held a_ meeting 

Tessed by Mrs. Irene Barclay. 
and “te Women paraded for over two hours 
sery ad the unique advantage of the local Con- 
the ative agent attaching himself to the tail of 
ie Parade carrying the poster “‘ Your Freedom 
5 In Peril ” 
ilasgow staged a most impressive poster 
hg complete with Police escort, and after- 

as had a very successful meeting. 
carried ey A poster parade was successfully 
Bons out and ~was followed in the evening by 
Sno meeting addressed by Mary Gamble, 

,. ~~ 9rrison and Basil Painting. 

mots are still coming in from other 
- packs; and I should be very glad indeed 

. ave all details from the districts where 

™onstrations of any kind were held. 

SYBIL MORRISON 


(Secretary, Women’s Peace Campaign). 
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Some of those who paraded in London on Women's Peace Day. 
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Reports of 


other demonstrations all over the country appear in column 1. 


THE FIRST IN THIS WAR— 


Objector Arrested: Had 
Refused to Join Up 


HE first case of a conscientious objector being arrested for 
refusal to comply with the provisions of the National Service 
(Armed Forces) Act was reported last week. 


K. Makins, of Redcar, Yorkshire, was ordered by his local tri- 
bunal to be registered on the Military Service Register, but for non- 
combatant duties only. When he appealed against that decision on 
December 19, the Appellate Tribunal dismissed his appeal. 


Mr. Makins then submitted to a 
medical examination, although he 
told the officer concerned that he 
did not intend to serve. When, 
having been drafted into the 
R.A.M.C., he was sent a travelling 
warrant and a day’s pay asa soldier, 
he declined both. 


At 10 o'clock on Thursday night he was 
arrested. Having appeared before a magis- 
trate, he is now on remand, awaiting mili- 
tary escort to Dalkeith, where he is 
supposed to be stationed. 

Mr. Makins, who is a Christadelphian, 
based his objection to military service on 
religious grounds. 

(A number of people are already under arrest 
or in prison as conscientious objectors, but they 


are men who had already joined up, and not con- 
scripts.) 


Loeal Tribunal 
Decisions 


IN the following analysis of local tri- 
bunals’ decisions, A stands for uncondi- 
tional exemption, B for conditional exemp- 


tion, C for registration for non-combatant. 


duties, and D for unqualified registration 
for military service. 


SOUTH WALES 
Cardiff, February 8 and 9 
Als ee 5 CR. ee 24 


B.. .. 19 Dee. ae 8 
Total .. 56 


In addition one case was referred: to the 
Hardship Committee; another case, previously 
adjourned, was heard in camera, the decision 
being conditional exemption. 


NORTH-EASTERN 
Leeds, February 9 


AN oe ll Cz...  ~=~=8B 
B .. Be ee D.. Soe 
Total .. 19 
SOUTH-WESTERN 
At Bristol, February 21—24 
AS. Bie C4) Ce «. 13 
B.. .. 38 Dia o JI 


Total .. 80 


The one case under “D” was definitely a hard- 
ship case. In seven other cases the decision was 
postponed. 


SOUTH-EASTERN SCOTLAND 
At Edinburgh, February 21 and 22 
A .. aes Cee. .. J9 
Bate -. 10 DI®.. ~ A 
Total .. 36 

Our observer writes: “One of the features of 
the Edinburgh tribunal that is causing some 
criticism is the attitude of the trade union re- 
presentative, who is anything but helpful. On 
the other hand the trade union representative on 
the Scottish Appellate Tribunal has a much bet- 
ter attitude.” 

NORTH-WESTERN 
At Manchester, Feb. 2-16; Preston, Feb. 19-23 


26 Car. .. 60 
Be eae Dh. we70 
Total .. 231 


An observer comments: “The change in the 
tribunal's attitude is plain. _ Many more cases 
are dismissed, more are given non-combatant 
duties, fewer receive conditional and uncondi- 
tional exemption. The chairman is very class- 
conscious, being severe on manual workers. 

“ Agriculture now take a_ great proportion of 
the conditional exemptions. 


OVER 20,000 C.O.s 


To the Editor. 


Ernest Brown gave the total of persons pro- 
visionally registered as COs to December 31 as 
15,626, which, with the 5,114 recently registered, 
would give 20,740 to February 17, and not 19,917 
as Peace N2ws states. 


Has this discrepancy arisen through failure to 
take account of the increase of final registration 
figures per age group over initial registration 
figures? If so, and the higher figures are correct, 
publicity should be given to them, small as the 
increase may be. 

“ ONLOOKER” 

London, W.C.1. 


**sOur correspondent is correct; the figures 
given last week were only for those who actually 
registered on February 17, and the three previous 
registration days we quoted, and took no account 
of later registrations, e.g., by post.—Ed. 


‘ 


Peace Institute” 
Started in 
Sweden 


From a Correspondent 


HILE the Great Powers concentrate all 
their energies on trying to ruin each 

other (and their immediate neighbours) 
Sweden has gone further ahead along the 
democratic path to a sane organization of 


affairs. 

A “Peace High School Foundation” has been 
set up under the control of a s:umber of 
prominent individuals in the Swedish scholastic 
and literary world. It is recognized that 
democracies and dictatorships both require a 
governing élite; but democracies necd in addition 
an intelligent and enlightened general public, 
capable of electing a democratic élite and of pre- 
venting that élite from misusing its powers. 

The Peace Foundation aims at constructive 
social and educational peace work, and regards 
its most important task as the turning to useful 
purposes of man’s destructive energies by lead- 
ing them into positive practical channels. The 
programme is to be realized (1) by lecture and 
study courses, designed primarily tor teachers, 
journalists, and executive officials; and (2) by 
research in the problems of peace from the 
economic and psychological aspects. The first 
course is already taking place near Stocknolm. 
and further courses have been arranged for 
March and April; each course lasts a month and 
costs 150 kronor’(£8 at normal rate of exchange). 


These Refugees Need 
Work 


A correspondent writes: 

“TI am in close touch with several refugees well 
qualified in teaching and other professions. If 
anyone can help me in finding them work I shall 
be most grateful. Below are the qualifications 
of a few of them. I will give more information 
on receipt of a stamped addressed envelope. 

“B. W., 32. Lawyer, lecturer, author. 

“HH, 38. Clerk, joiner, farm worker, teacher, 
and 5 years headmaster of a model school. 

“Ww. B., 25. Clerk, teacher, (will accept un- 
skilled work for the present). 

“H, N., 46. Psychologist. 12 years’ Welfare 
worker in a large European capital. 

“Letters should be addressed to “Help,” c/o 
Editor of Peace News.” 


A Highland Venture 


Scottish readers of Peace News will be in- 
terested in a new monthly publication, the High- 
land Herald, described as “ Pledged to Peace.” 

Several articles from a pacifist angle appeared 
in the second issue, which appeared last month. 

The publisher is K. Michie, 14 Alma Road, Fort 
William. Price is 1d. 


THE 


WAR RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 


When shall 
men learn 
the futility 


of war? 


When will 


{members in 68 countries of the world) 


the emblem of the 
W.R. 


. 


The P.P.U. is 
the 
British Section. 


This Memorial stands in the little churchyard of Levallois, Paris, France. 


The figure below 
breaking the 
sword has become 


French war resisters lie in the prisons of France to-day. Many have already 


served long sentences before the New War. 
spirit the very rage and tyranny of war. 


they say 
NO! 


Many await with a quietness of 


WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, 
1! Abbey Road, Enfield, Middx., England 
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March 1, 


Two Sides to 


HAPPENED to overhear an interesting conver- 
sation in a city restaurant recently. It was be- 
tween two men, one of whom worked in a ship- 
ping office This man said that six of the mer- 
chant seamen who had been held captive on board 
the Altmark had been into his office that morning 
and had been relating some of their experiences. 
They had all been very indignant at the news- 
paper reports of the kind of treatment they had 
received. and said that the treatment had been 
very good considering the circumstances. The 
German seamen in particular, had been very 
friendly. They felt disgusted at the kind of 
stories being put about by the newspapers. 
D. W. R. FRONE. 
43 Algers Road, Loughton, Essex. 


Mr. Sumner Welles 


It has uccurred to me that there might be won- 
derful results if all people earnestly desiring 
peace were to write to Mr. Sumner Welles (c/o 
U.S. Embassy, London), wishing him every suc- 
cess in his mission and assuring him of their hope 
that he may be instrumental in ensuring a just 
and enduring peace with the least possible delay. 

DALLAS KENMARE. 

Lynthurst Hill. Barnt Green, Worcestershire. 


War 


For centuries, a mist of fable, illusion and his- 
torical glamour has been used to obseure the 
horrible realities of war. But the people, with- 
out bias or prejudice, ought to carefully examine 
what war is, how it arises through crude stupidi- 
ties and the resulting constant menace to human 
progress. 

By work—industry, trade and commerce—man 
must produce from the earth all that he requires 
to support life and satisfy his needs. Only by 


‘friendship, co-operation and mutual help can he 


obtain the maximum result. Ifman had always 
so worked, there would have been steadily in- 
creasing production, comfcrt and abundance for 
all, But the wisdom of a few has been nullified 
by the ignorance of many others, resulting in 
segregation, antagonism, enmity and animosity. 

Thus began the economie war which has raged 
continuously ever since, and has now reached a 
high pitch of intensity. At times this war breaks 
out into physical war, destroying wealth, and 
seizing the earth’s surface, the only source of 
wealth till now all available spaces are owned 
by a comparatively smalk number of persons, 
who can, with legal support, live without work- 
ing, accumulate riches and keep the people poor 
by forcing payment of a great part of production, 
the communal value or economic rent, for permis- 
sion to use the earth. 

In every country land monopoly thus carries on 
its economic war against mankind. By robbing 
the community of its economic rent, governments 
are forced to use taxation, direct and indirect. 
The resultant social evils not being attributed 
to their proper cause. further taxation is im- 
posed. thus futilely adding fuel to the conflagra- 
tion which causes war. 

Colonies. gave relief til! land monopoly closed 
those doors also. By holding land out of use for 
high prices it has-produced unemployment and 
the bogey of over-population with restrictions on 
travel and migration, refugee problems, &c. 
National discord and hatred grow, vicious taxes 
(tariffs, subsidies. &c.) are used, which intensify 
the economic war and enrich land monopoly. 

Commodities become scarce, prices rise, unem- 
ployment and poverty increase, the fear-complex 
appears. armaments are piled up and higher 
taxes and loans exacted. Social misery brings 
discontent, agitation, bad government. tyrants, 
dictators. aggression and possible world revolu- 
tion. War is the antithesis of all that fs beauti- 
ful and beneficial to mankind. It has no redeem- 
inz features, and cannot under any circumstances 
bring Peace and Freedom. It may remove 
aggressive persons but land monopoly will force 
others into the economic arena. 

There are no victors. Gain of territory, in- 
demnities, removal of aggression. are illusory 
benefits. Heavy debts, taxation, high prices and 
restrictions of liberty cancel out any benefits. 
Gain of territory reauires taxation to defend it. 
and devolop it. Indemnities must be paid in 
commodities and are a tax on the debtor people 
which causes unemployment in the creditor 
nation. 

Justice is the basis cf Freedom and Peace and 
only a true Democracy can attain it. Tyranny. 
crueltv and oppression make people exalt better 
conditiorfs into democracy by comnarison. But 
true democracy requires the collection of all 
Economie Rent for public revenue and the aboli- 
tion of all taxation. Land monopolv will thus 
bé destroyed. the economic warfare will cease and 
phvsical warfare will be imnossible. 

Democracy will be attained when education 
gives a fundamental knowledge of this social 
economics. The people will know that war 
brings onlv destruction. whilst knowledge brings 
improvement, permanent Peace and scenritv. 

E. J. BRIERLEY. 


Tribunals 


A Chairman of a Tribunal recently asked an 
applicant for exemption, “If you saw a struggle 
between two men in the road, surely, you would 
call a policeman?” 

Would it not be a reasonable answer to say 
“With great respect, Sir, if calling the policeman 
meant that the policeman would lose his life, 
that one of the strugglers would lose his right teg 
and that the other would lose both eyes, that 
twenty-seven houses would be destroyed and the 
Town Hall burnt to the ground, I venture to 
doubt very strongly whether it would be right for 


me to call the policeman.’ 
STANLEY DAVIES 
Y Wenallt Lilandegfan, Anglesey. 


We have space for only a few of the 
letters we receive. 

Other things being equal, letters of 
about 200 words stand the best chance 
of publication. 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


Every Picture 


DAY or so ago I watched a news film of the 

return of H.M.S. Exeter to Plymouth. The 
waiting crowd was cheering; the sailors on the 
ship were cheering; Mr. Churchill was cheering. 
Mr. Churchill made a speech to the crew, which 
referred to “glorious traditions” and “fighting on 
in face of odds.” The ship’s captain told the 
microphone that the crew had behaved “as if it 
had all been in the day’s work.” 

Then there was a flash of the meeting between 
the homecoming sailors and their families. In 
the centre was a sailor, with his wife clinging to 
him, as a little girl of six or so, presumably his 
daughter, flung her arms round his neck in pas- 
sionate welcome, and kissed him with wild 
abandon. (I am not exaggerating.) 

But I was thinking of another little girl, who 
was not there, because there was no father to 
greet, of a wife whose life lay about her in ruins, 
and of a man to whom “all in the day’s work ” 
had meant agonizing death. 

Meanwhile the nation has been stirred to ex- 
altation by the rescue of the Altmark prisoners, 
who, in the same news-reel, appear, fresh from 
their helil-ship tortures, looking remarkably well- 
fed and cheerful. 

VIC KNIGHT 

99 Solihull Road, Shirley, Birmingham. 


Stop the War 


The emphasis you are now giving to the 
positive and constructive side of our work 
as peace-makers is good, but it is not good 
to ignore or to minimize by a slightest 
fraction the Everlasting No which we must 
present to war. 

This is mcre important because there is a new 
epidemic of delusive optimism spreading in the 
country to the effect that we can establish a last- 
ing and righteous peace when we have once 
accomplished the knock-out blow to “ Nazism.” 

The real prospect before us is a long and un- 
speakably bitter war; in which millions of young 
and relatively innocent men on both sides will 
be slaughtered; in which the diabolical weapons 
of modern mechanized murder will be given full 
reign over the civil populations of both sides; in 
which the resources of all countries alike will be 
consumed so that Europe plunges down to econo- 
mic and social ruin; in whilch hunger and star- 
vation will whip up the brutal passions of the 
masses; in which hatred and revenge will flourish 
to the uttermost; in which men will lose faith in 
morality and in their fellows, and in which the 
idealism of visionaries and the wisdom of scholars 
will be hurled aside -by the surging: passions the 
situation will create. ; 

If we cannot stop now and repair the leaks 
while they are still measurable and to some ex- 
tent controllable, then there is little hope of doing 
so after the dams have burst. When the flood 
passions of the war have surged over Europe 
there will be little chance of building an endur- 
ing structure for a long time. 

BERTRAND J. COGGLE. 

25 Bridgewater Road, Walkden, 

near Manchester. 


FEDERAL UNION 


AN issue of the Christian Century, one 

of the soundest organs of the best 
type of American opinion, recently to 
hand from New York, contains the follow- 
ing very important passage regarding 
Federal Union:— 

“A genuine federation for Europe must include 
all Europe. It is even more important that it 
shall take in the States whose disabilities have 
produced the present catastrophe than those that 
have had every reason to be satisfied with the 
status quo.... If a genuine federation of all 
Europe is offered as the basis for peace, then 
the relation of the United States to Europe will 
be fundamentally altered. For in a genuine 
federation the divisions and rivalries which have 
rent Europe into warring camps will be trans- 
cended and in time done away... . 

“A true federation of Europe would thus hold 
out the hope at one and the same time of break- 
ing the vicious circle of recurring wars in whica 
that continent is now destroying itself and cf 
making it possible for the United States to «nter 
without fear on a co-operative venture for the 
establishment of a peaceful world order. But 
the emphasis in that sentence must be kept upon 
the italicized adjective. If Europe federates for 
honest co-operation and not for conquest, thea 
America must lend a hand.” 


It is of great importance that pacifists 
should understand the implication of thes2 
words, which may be taken as expressing 
responsible American opinion on_ the 
subject of Federal Union. America will 
have no use for partial or sectional unions 
aimed at the strengthening of the demo- 
cracies, for instance, against the totali- 
tarian States. She remembers too well 
how her own great Federal leader, 
Alexander Hamilton. insisted that partial 
Unions are more dangerous than no Union 
at all, because they merely help to create 
the wars they were intended to prevent. 

On the other hand, America will have 
the greatest interest in a really inclusive 
Union, i.e., a Union which earnestly seeks 
to persuade all States, without exception, 
to federate on the basis of the democratic 
world-constitution and Bill of Rights. It 
may be objected that no totalitarian State 
could join on such a basis. Perhaps not, 
but the invitation itself would raise 
powerful federalist and democratic 
elements within such States, which in 
time, it is to be hoped, would come into 
control. 

A world conference should be held at 
the earliest possible moment, even before 
the war is over, in order to plan out such 


POINTS FROM LETTERS 


PACIFIST SERVICE 


Mr. Dawtry, Peace News, February 9, 
apparently alludes to the Pacifist Service Corps 
as an instance of “running about in circles 
wondering what to do,” and sets it in opposition 
to the Peace Service Handbook's emphasis on 
support of social services. But the whole 
purpose of the forming cf the P.S.C. was to 
provide an alternative to the “national” 
service with which he seems to class it. As 
their appeals stated, it was “for those pacifists 
who wisn to give service without having to join 
the ‘national’ schemes which are directed 
towards war rather than peace.” Such service 
was to be a form of peace-making: “to work 
for peace through service to their fellow men— 
wherever there is suffering cr danger.’* And as 
far as possible, the aim was to do it as a 
corporate piece of pacifist effort, in the spirit 
and atmosphere of pacifism. But helping in 
social in some form, at home or abroad, was 
continually urged upon the members. 

R. WALTER LITTLE, London, S.E.22. 


GRATITUDE 


I have been asked by Mr. Willi Weil. who, 
many will know, is a German refugee and is 
in an internment camp, to write a letter for 
insertion in Peace News, to express on his be- 
half his thanks and gratitude to the many 
friends who have written letters to him and 
sent him parcels. He is finding lite in the camp 
rather hard, but he has not lost his courage. 

DORA I. HOLDEN. 


PEACE ART SOCIETY 


Some amount of enthusiasm is being shown 
at Kingston-on-Thames and other districts to- 
ward tne Peace Art Society, which has been 
recently founded by Clifford Allen Price, and 
consists of various elements from each of the 
local groups including the PPU, ILP, FoR, &c. 

The aims of the movement are: (1) To pro- 
vide a form of cultural activity tor peace 
lovers; (2) To provide instruction in the theory 
and practice of drawing and painting; (3) To 
stimulate a true appreciation of art in general; 
(4) To use the knowledge gained to promote 
pacifist ideals. 

S. H. SHEPPARD, General Secretary, 58 
London Road, Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey. 


ABSOLUTISTS 


Will all absolutists who wish to make a supple- 
mentary Peace Pledge binding them to refuse 
every form of alternative service. please com- 
municate with me. I want to hear from men who 
are not afraid to suffer the penalties which may 
result from non-compliance with the instructions 
of the tribunals. 

JOHN CLEARY-BAKER, Winchester. 


PACIFISTS CAN, UNITE 

In political and economic matters. pacifists 
are as widely split as the rest of the community. 
I knew of two pacifists: a tory and a com- 
munist. On pacifism they are united and their 
unity is impressive to strangers. On social im- 
provement they are martyrs to their political 
party. They slave and toil, the one to main- 
tain the present government; the other to over- 
throw it. The harder the one works to achieve 
his political aims. the harder the other works 
to counteract them, and the net result is nil, 
except an addition to the general political 
confusion. 

The PPU has achieved the miracle of combin- 
ing the most hetrogeneous possible body of in- 
dividuals on the simple issue of pacifism. Paci- 
fists can‘unite the whole community likewise on 
the simple issue of pacifism. 

“DON” 


GOOD SAMARITAN 

Regarding the query over the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan, surely the main point of this 
parable is overlooked, that is that a man of 
Samaria actually had anything to do with a Jew. 

This is a reflection on race hatred; the 
Samaritans really consisted largely of men 
from Assyria who replaced the Israelites tn 
Palestine when Israelites were carried captive 
to Assyria. They were put there by Sholmarezer, 
King of Assyria, in his effort to kill Jewish 
nationality, similar policy to that adopted by 
Hitler in Poland. For those who would like 
to read of one of the first COs, the study of 
Jeremiah is interesting. 

G. C. HEALEY, Birmingham. 


PEACE TERMS 

In view of the great number of articles, letters, 
speeches, and what not that have occurred— 
and are still occuring—praying for an immedi- 
ate Peace (and to which I whole-heartedly 
subscribe), may 1 ask what grounds those who 
advocate the cessation of hostilities and making 
Peace now have for believing that Herr Hitler 
and his Government would be willing to come 
to Peace terms, and what guarantee they could 
give to satisfy Britain and France that any 
Agreement. Pact, or otherwise would be kept 
now ? 

W. PERCIVAL WESTELL, Letchworth. 
Mr. GANDHI 

Of late the sayings of Gandhi have attracted 
much attention, but we cre wondering whether 
any of the leaders or adherents of the various 
pacifist movements over here. have studied his 
methods with a view to putting them into 
practice? Cannot something on similar lines be 
done towards stopping the war and effecting en- 
during peace ? 

FREDA M. COOK, Secretary, Billericay PPU 
Group 


a World Union, and to draft the Constitu- 
tion, which must then be ratified by as 
many States as possible. 

J. S. HOYLAND 


I should like to express my thanks to 
Mr. Stephen Usherwood for his timely 
article on Federal Union. 

I believe that he puts his finger on the 
vital spot when he says “It has all the 
faults of a purely political solution for 
what is not really a political problem at 
all.” The evil that we have to deal with 
is the belief of the ordinary man that the 
State has the right to command his 
allegiance. Because this belief is wide- 
spread and can only be eradicated by 
cultivating faith in a Higher Authority, 
the problem that confronts us is not 
political but religious. 

Whether we are Christians or not, paci- 
fism must be recognized as a faith, and 
any political implications which it may 
have must be related to that simple act 
of faith—the signing of the Peace Pledge. 

Cannot we recapture the old challenge 
of the movement: “War will cease when 
men refuse to fight”? So far from being 
a negative act, I believe the signing of the 
Peace Pledge to be the greatest contribu- 
tion which the individual can make today 
towards the transformation of Europe. 

~ DOUGLAS STAINTON 
Leeds> 6. 


The basic foundation of the pacifist position 
is the fundamental unity of mankind. It is this 
which, in the pacifist’s view, is the ultimate 
sanction for an ordered society in a warless 
world. Therefore he must regard an oganization 
which attempts to give expression to that funda- 
mental unity in an ever-widening federation of 
peoples as a step in the right direction, the goal 
being world-unity. 

It would be as logical for the pacifist to refuce 
to have anything to do with the organization of 
a world-state until he can be assured that capital 
punishment would form no part of its laws, as 
to refuse to co-operate with Federal Unionists 
until the latter are prepared to agree that any 
Federal Union shall be disarmed. 

H. BE. SEED. 

Upmeads, Rickmansworth, Herts. 


Mr. Joad speaks of the maintenance of an 
army by the Federal Union to defend itself 
against the aggression of a gangster government, 
or, by implication, group of gangster govern- 
ments. 

Law ultimately depends upon the consent of 
the great. majority. Obviously, then, there is no 
law here. Because a group of nations chooses 
to federate and abide by a set of integrating 
principles, that set of principles does not auto- 
matically become law for all the world! 

ANTHONY CHAPLIN. 

“12, Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent. 


May I congratulate you on publishing Dr. 
Joad’s article and appeal through Peace News 
to members of the PPU not to turn down 
Federal Union because it does not cfter all that 
pacifists desire. 

Pacifisits must support some political move- 
ment if only by voting, and surely there is none 
that offers more of what we want than Federal 
Union. 

It seems a pity that both Messrs. Usherwood 
and Bailey should have criticized Federal Union 
without offering a clear and workable alterna- 
tive. 

J. R HULLAH. 

25 West End Avenue, Harrogate. 


It was surprising to see Joad in Peace News 
for February 23 attempt to obtain pacifist support 
for Federal Union by invoking a false, and long 
exploded. analogy between police activity and 
war. The essence cf police activity is that it 
visits force on the guilty and spares the innocent: 
war confounds guilty and innocent alike in a 
common ruin. 

Let us make the distinction clear by taking 
Joad’s own examples. The artist cannot paint, 
he tells us, if the burglar runs off with his can- 
vasses. But if the burglar from Hoxton steals 
canvasses in Chelsea, the police arrest the burg- 
lar; they do not blockade Hoxton and starve its 
wemen and children. Again, Joad invites us to 
sympathize with a philosopher distracted from 
his meditations by the abduction of his wife. But 
ifa woman is forceably removed from Hampstead 
to the less Platonic atmosphere of Bloomsbury, 
the police trace the miscreant; they do not rain 
incendiary bombs on the British Museum. 

ALEC CRAIG 


T remember asking a soidier, in 1917, what he 
thought of the idea of a League; he replied: “I 
joined one ploody League of Nations in 1914 and 
lost my leg; l’m not going to join any more!” 
That reply settles once and for all time Leagues 
and Federations. 

H. JOHNSON. 

31 Chestnut Drive, Sale. 


ENDS AND MEANS 


“Good ends... 


1940 


can be achieved only by the: 


employment of appropriate means. The end can-' _ 


not justify the means, for the simple and obvious 


reason that the means employed determine the’ 


nature of the ends produced. 


“A country which proposes to make use of 


modern war as an instrument of policy must 
Possess a highly centralized, all powerful 
executive. (Hence the absurdity of talking ahout 
the defence of democracy by force of arms.) A 
democracy which makes, or even effectively pre- 
pares for, modern, scientific war must necessarily 
cease to be democratic.” 

— Aldous Huxley in Ends and Means. 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


BOOKS 


Before the Deluge 


How the War Came. 
Swing. Nicholson & Watson. 


Raymond Gram 
10s. 6d. 


Just a year ago, almost to the very day, 

Mr. Hore-Belisha, then Secretary for 
War, announced in the House of Commons 
that the British Government proposed to 
Create an Expeditionary Force of nineteen 
divisions, 300,000 men, to send to France in 
the event of a European war. This revela- 
tion marked the end of a period and a 
Policy: 

“They were willing to help France, but the 
help would be on the sea, where the British 
Navy is supreme, and in the air. There might 

a small expeditionary force, a kind of token 
force symbolizing unity and fraternity. But it 
Would not be more. Now Britain is once more 
Part of continental Europe, and the comfortable 
feeling of the British that in another war they 
would not be called on for the sacrifice of their 
youth, as they were in the Great War, has 
Bone... .” 

With this comment Mr. Swing, whose 
Transatlantic broadcasts have made him 
one of our best-known and most respected 


political commentators, begins his resume- 


of the highlight developments of the last 
six months of “ peace.” How many of them 
Can one recall on the spur of the moment? 
ere they are, headline fashion :— 
March 14: German invasion of Moravia; 


March 18: Britain refuses to recognize the 
legality of the conquest of Czecho-Slovakia; 


Women 


and War | 


Peach Path. Kuo Chin Chiu. Methuen. 8s. 


ONFUCIUS says that if the whole world were 
courteous for a single day, the hatred of 
humanity would turn to love. For true cour- 
tesy means the exercise of imagination and the 
8uppression of self-interest. 

But when the writer goes a step further and 
Says that women and women alone, by their in- 
fluence, could put an end to war, I cannot agree. 
For though woman, by her nature and function is 
the maker of life and as such opposed to the 
destruction of life, she is subject to the same 
Propaganda and the same economic influences as 
Man. Neither women nor men think according 
to their functional natures. Indeed in the con- 
fusion of conflicting stresses, thought is difficult. 

is only as Confucius says when all the world 
Unites in love and understanding that we can 
Put an end to this evil. Women alone can do 
Very little. 

This book, dedicated to the “average woman” 
and I am sure with the best will in the world, 
Meant for her betterment, is written by a Chinese 
Woman, who has come to England since the out- 

Teak of the Chinese war. Here she has found 
Many things out of joint and has tried in this 

ok to point the way to a better way of living, 
4 very noble and laudable purpose. But I ques- 

10n if she has yet met the “ average” woman to 

Whom her appeal is directed; rather the middling 
Wealthy suburbanite. The tragedy of these lives 
1S real enough because the progress of mechani- 
zation has done everything to make them idle. 
But all that is fast changing. 

The “average” woman of this country lives 
©n a small income and works hard, married or 
Unmarried. She is neither more unhappy nor 
€ss so than her sisters in other countries. 

But bearing in mind this initial mistake Miss 
Kuo Chin Chiu makes many pertinent observa- 
tions. But she fails in generalizing from inade- 
Quate particulars, a fault of the young. She 
Taces many of our troubles to the vexed ques- 
tion of the “ surplus woman,” a problem which 
1S not being made easier by the present war. 
But I come from a country where this problem 
Go0es not exist, where there is a shortage of 
Women, and their problems are very much the 
Same, because their economic conditions are the 
Same. 

The most interesting passages of the book are 
those which deal with China. Miss Kuo Chin 
Chiu tells us many charming Chinese folk tales, 
Quotes translations from the poets and philoso- 
Phers, describes the daily, intimate life of the 
Chinese family. She shows us how China is 
epanging and how the young people seek to adapt 
heir lives to these changes, striving to unite 
What is wise in the old with what is good in the 
New. I wish them a happy solution . 


MARGARET BARRINGTON 


A. Positive Policy 
for Pacifists 


A course of 10 lectures on the fundamental 
basis of ‘social justice will be held every 
Monday from-7—9 p.m. by the Henry 
George School of Economics at 63c 
Buckingham Gate, S.W.1, commencing 
Monday, 4th March. 6d. per session or 
48. the course. For particulars apply to 
“10n. Secretary, Henry George School of 
Economics, 132 Kingshill Avenue, Hayes, 
Middlesex. 


March 23: Germans seize Memel; March 31 (“a 
red letter day in history”): Britain and France 
promise to fight if Poland goes to war in her 
own defence; April 8: Italy invades Albania; 
April 14: Britain guarantees Rumania, as well as 
Poland and Greece; April 25: Britain introduces 
conscription; April 28: Hitler denounces the 
Naval Agreement with Britain and the 10-year 
guarantee to Poland (“To tear up two inter- 
national agreements in a single speech is poli- 
tical action in high gear’); May 3: Litvinov, 
Soviet Foreign Minister, resigns; May 12: Anglo- 
Turkish agreement for mutual assistance; June 
18: Dr. Goebbels in Danzig; July 10: Britain's 
pledge to Poland restated; August 21 to Septem- 
ber 3, what Mr. Swing calls “The Fourteen 
Days,” too crammed with historic happenings to 
be summarized. 


The author, in his broadcast scripts, of 
which the book is a selection, did not sim- 
ply catalogue the major events: he dis- 
cussed them: afforded the necessary back- 
ground for their full understanding, related 
them to seemingly unimportant contem- 
porary happenings, speculated on the 
future. 


He is under no illusion as to the depth 
of the malaise: 


“ After all, there is only one conflict going on 
in the world today, a struggle for supremacy 
in power by one group of states over another. 
That conflict goes on in several regions, and 
under various guises and disguises. But it is a 
unified struggle, though it is only now and again 
that it shows itself as a whole. ... It is well to 


—_—_——e———__—_ 


EXPLAINING 
RUSSIA 


The Socialist Sixth of the World. 
Johnson. Gollancz. 7s. 6d. 


aces Dean of Canterbury regrets that his book 
was not written and published six months 
ago, because he “ might have hoped that it would 
perhaps have served some part, however small, 
in helping our own country to understand 
Russia, and, by understanding, to have brought 
nearer the possibility of Anglo-Russian friend- 
ship.” 

Insofar as the great Soviet economic experi- 
ment is concerned it would certainly have 
achieved the understanding he sought. Not only 
has he been a privileged witness in the labora- 
tory himself: he has_ been _ praiseworthily 
industrious in reading the reports of other 
witnesses and of the scientists themselves. He 
has the gift of lucid and interesting exposition, 
and he covers the whole field. 

However, he could have done lUttle to prepare 
us for the recent startling developments in 
Russian diplomacy, as his Epilogue, written on 
November 2, 1939, only too clearly shows. 

“In concluding the pact with Germany the 
Soviet Union in no sense embarked upon a novel 
and untried line,” he says. Yet Mr. Pollitt, and 
other well-informed Kremlin favourites, were 
taken unawares. 

And as for the invasion of Poland—well, there 
were three sound reasons: 

“The collapse of the Polish Government 
made action by the USSR urgent and vitally 
necessary if further minorities were to escape 
Nazi tyranny ... Furthermore, Russia's action 
was necessary if Hitler was to be prevented 
from dominating the Balkans through direct 
contact with Rumania... Finally, Russian 
action was necessary if Hitler was not to 
complete his control over. the Baltic...” 
All very excellent, no doubt, according to the 

morality of power politics. But however valid 
this argument may be for a Chamberlain, a 
Daladier, a Hitler or a Mussolini, it simply will 
not do for a Socialist. The Dean has, indeed, 
helped us to an understanding of Russia rather 
different from what he contemplated. He reveals 
that, however magnificent the Soviet social 
experiment may be shown to be, as he does, 
there are deficiencies in the philosophy of the 
present Russian hierarchy which are as pre- 
judicial to the attainment of real peace as the 
hallucinations of Herr Hitler. 


Hewlett 


NEW POSTER 


The latest poster published by the 
Northern Friends’ Peace Board (Friends 
Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 2) 


reads: 

“'Phe foundation of peace is friendship. 

“It is no patched-up peace for which we plead, 
but an aJl-round and far-seeing seltlement by 
negotiation.” 


—_— 


Sayings of Mr. Gandhi 


“Non-violence is not passivity in any shape 
or form. It is the most active force in the world. 
It is the weapon, not of the weak (as passive 
resistance may be), but of the strongest and the 
bravest. The true man of God has the strength 
to use the sword, but will not use it, knowing 
that every man is the image of God. 

This is one of a number of selections by Mr. 
S. Hobhouse from the sayings and writings of 
Mr. M. K. Gandhi published in leafiet form by 
the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1 (price 1s. per 100, 10s. per 1,000), 
under the title True Patriotism. 


be quite clear about what is happening. Europe 
and the whole world are in a power conflict. It 
is a naked power conflict of a primitiveness 
which has not been experienced for cen- 
turies. ...” 


And when the ultimate catastrophe came 
upon Europe his summing up was sane: 


“Historians, I predict, will say that within the 
narrow limits of this final phase of the crisis, 
Neville Chamberlain did his best to avert war. 
Nonetheless, historians will have a lot to say 
about what was not done, previous to this phase, 
by Chamberlain, by Britain, by France, by 
western civilization, by all men and women who 
have a part in the tragedy and are going to be 
affected by it. My own opinion is that Hitler 
is to blame for this war. He made it, and is 
proud to be leading his peopie into it. But I 
ask you to remember that Hitler alse was made, 
and those who made his rise possible are going 
to be judged by history, too.” 


At half-a-guinea this book is not out- 
rageously priced, but it is certainly beyond 
the pocket of the average reader. All | 
can urge him to do, accordingly, is to press 
for its purchase by the local library: it 
will stand for some time on the catalogue 
before it is rivalled as an informed and 
readable commentary on those last fw 
months of alternating hope and despair 
which concluded in the bitterest disillusion. 


Andrew Stewart 


Mr. Baxter’s 
Mixed Bag 


Men, Martyrs and Mountebanks. 
Baxter. Hutchinson, 8s. 6d. 


HIS book is described as Mr. Baxter’s 
“inner story of personalities and events 
behind the war.” It nardly contains the revela- 
ticns whicn one would expect to call for such a 
description. But Mr. Baxter’s eminence in 
journalism has ensured his meeting many inter- 
esting and important personalities, and he cer- 
tainly gives us a readable selection of the inter- 
esting and important things they told him. 

Though his publishers apparently like to think 
of him as the successor to Mr. Winston Churchill 
in the réle of “ popular historian,” his prejudices 
are too obvious to let him succeed. But we all 
have prejudices in some degree; Mr. Baxter's 
are certainly mixed with some good sense and 
clear thinking. 

Thus he describes the League, after its deser- 
tion by the USA, as “little more than a combina- 
tion of nations headed by the victorious Powers 
whose chief purpose was to carry out the harsh 
and unimaginative clauses of the Treaty of 
Versailles.” 

Again, although the facts prove him to be in 
error in attributing to Britain a post-war policy 
of unilateral disarmament, Europe today proves 
the fairly general truth of his contention that 
“while economic injustices remain, men will 
seek to remedy them by force.” 

Much of the book, inevitably, is about Germany 
and the Germans. The author does not presume 
to say whether the one big concession pleaded 
for by Streseman would have enabled the 
Weimar Republic to live, but he is dogmatic 
when it comes to the Germans themselves. There 
are, he says, a Doktor Jekyll and a Herr Hyde. 
The Nazis have little to teach Mr. Baxter on the 
subject cf racial discrimination: 

“I cannot easily forget the warm-hearted 
welcome the Bavarians and the Rhinelanders 
gave us who had been their enemies. These 
people are charming, their hospitality is un- 
affected. It may be rather gross sometimes, 
but it is generous and utterly sincere. but going 
East you meet a different strain. Always in 
Berlin you notice the yellowing skin, the narrow 
Mongol eyes, the square brutish head which be- 
trays the Slav in every Prussian.” 

In short, the book is a queer mixture of the 
traditional views one associates with the aver- 
age Conservative MP and the sympathetic under- 
standing of a good political journalist. J. W. C. 


Mistakes to Avoid 
This Time 


“a It. is necessary, in considering the future, to 
be mindful of the past, in order both to avoid a 
repetition of old crimes, and to search in these 
for indications of where we went wrong in mak- 
ing the Versailles settlement, and in administer- 
ing it when it had been made.” 

These words of G. D. H. Cole are quoted by W. 
Maude Brayshaw in Armed Truce, 1919-1939, just 
published by the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom (Manchester branch), 1 
Princess Street, Albert Square, Manchester, and 
the Manchester Friends’ Peace Committee, 
Mount Street, Manchester, price 2d. 

‘ The pamphlet contains a survey of events and 
indicates some of the causes of the failure to 
make real peace after the Great War. 


By Beverley 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST POLITICAL MOVEMENT 
Send for a copy of the important pamphlet 


PEACE NOW! 


by Rev. H. Ingli James, B.A., B.D., B.Litt. 


Obtainable, 2d. post free, from 23 Clara Street, 
Stoke, Coventry (Mention " Peace Mews") 


A Sincere 


Autobiography 


No-one To Blame. H. M. Taylor, with an Intro- 
ductory by Elizabeth Bowen (Cape). 


N the writing of autobiography, complete 
sincerity is the most desirable quality, and 
the most difficult to achieve. It is very rarely 
that the attitude of self-consciousness which is 
essential in undertaking an autobiography, can 
be undeviatingly accompanied by perfect 
honesty. If, therefore, this record of its author’s 
life from birth (and a little before) to age, had 
nothing else to recommend it, its extraordinary 
sincerity would make it noteworthy. 


But it is remarkable for other reasons; it 
records and makes interesting the uneventful 
and humdrum life of a woman of the working- 
class who, in accordance with the Victorian 
convention that a daughter's first duty through- 
out life was to her home, was put upon, 
possessed, and exploited by her parents for the 
benefit of the rest of the family, and did not 
break away into the comparative independence 
of married life till youth was well over, and 
even then was obliged (unfairly, as she considers, 
to her husband), to continue to saddle him and 
herself with the care of a not very loving parent 
—a possessive and helpless invalid. 


She tells the story of her life without senti- 
mentality, without self-pity or bitterness; and 
with exemplary honesty she ascribes the two 
attempts which sh2 made to enter a religious 
vocation to underlying instincts of worldliness. 
In matters of religion she developed from 
narrow sectarianism to freedom of thought 
which had in it a large element of agnosticism, 
and seems to have found more spiritual content- 
ment and self-fulfilment in this later phase of 
diminished conviction with regard to things 
theological. 


She did not begin writing till after she was 
seventy; and this book, the product of her 
seventy-fourth year, is not only a well-thought- 
out study of life, but is so well written that it 
would do credit to a professional writer; and 
though it has in it nothing exciting, it provides 
good and worth-while material for students of 
human nature. 


Laurence Housman 


TORTURED POLAND 


A History of Poland. George Slocombe. Nelson. 
10s. 6d. 


4 MEMS is a revised edition of the standard work 

by one of the finest journalists of our time. 
It brings the unhappy history of Poland right 
up to the outbreak of the present war, with the 
country “invaded by foreign armies, devastated 
and mutilated in body if not in spirit, the victim 
of insensate ambition, greed for power and 
cynical betrayal, and once more placing her hope 
of ultimate liberation in a defeat of despotism 
and the triumph of democracy.” 


The startling repetition in our times of the cir- 
cumstances of the First Partition in September, 
1773, is expressed in the comment: “The dis- 
membered limbs of Poland, already tentatively 
occupied by the troops of their new masters, were 
formally surrendered to them...the Poles 
were bluatly told that in future they were to 
consider themselves German or Russian subjects, 
according to the new frontiers drawn by the 
treaty.” Hitler and Stalin had their predeces- 
sors! 


There is no suggestion by the author as to 
what frontier and other modifications may, in 
the iight of current circumstances, be necessary 
so as to ensure, after the war, that the Polish 
people will be able to retain and nurture their 
particular culture (the book is essentially a his- 
tory); but a ncte on the jacket asserts “the sure 
fact that this phoenix-like country will rise 
again from her brief oblivion.” But in what 
form? That is surely one of the urgent problems 
for conference and settlement. The restoration 
of the Poland of Pilsudsky, Beck and Smigly- 
Rydz is as incompatible with the idea of a_peace- 
ful Europe as the continuance of Hitler's Greater 
Germany. This history may fell be read for 
warning as well as inspiration from the past. 


ARE YOU 
FAIR-MINDED? 


If you want to hear all sides of political 
questions, 


read the impartial digest :— 
FAIR HEARING 


This contains concise review of world press 
as well as special articles. Free specimen copy 
from R. Bathgate, Rookscombe, nr. Wells, Som. 


IT'S OUT! 


THE “TRIBUNAL” 


THE PAPER OF THE C.O.'S THEMSELVES 
24d. post free from: 
The: F.C.O., | Paper Buildings, Temple, E.C.4 


Unitarian Publications Free: 


"WHAT UNITARIANS BELIEVE" 
By DOROTHY TARRANT, M.A., Ph.D. 


This and other publications sent. free; also 
information on Unitarianism. Apply by letter to * 
Rev. Ethel Kay, 154 Stepney Green, E.! 
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TO PIONEERS 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


RAISREPRESENTATION and abuse are 

sure signs that we are becoming 
stronger. For three years the national 
press has tried to kill us by boycott. Hardly 
ever have our meetings been reported or 
our activities noticed. Now comes the full 
tide of abuse and hate—the flood gates cf 
the reservoirs controlled by vested interests 
are being opened in an attempt to drown 
us. 

We shall rise to the surface and be 
strengthened if we can meet them with 
non-violence and without bitterness. The 
tide of public opinion is turning in our 
favour and I believe that the channels we 
have dug will bring this powerful forzc 
right up against the walls of prejudice and 
self-interest that alone stand in the way of 
progress. 


We have the chance of a lifetime. It is 
good to be alive and to be privileged to 
take our place in the front ranks of those 
who must make the assault. A tremendous 
responsibility lies on our shoulders. We 
owe so much to those who have spent their 
lives making this day possible. Men and 
women who, because of‘ advancing year3, 
can no longer be with us and are suffering 
the bitterness and loneliness of inaction. 


It is to the Pioneers that I ask you to 
“drink”"—the “pro-Boers,” who _ stood 
alone and condemned war in 1900—to the 
early suffragettes who claimed equality 
with men—and who were spat on and 
ostracized for their daring—to the men who 
refused to fight in the last war and by their 
stand gave us the power to stand today—ltst 
us drink the health of the Pioneers! 


s « . 


While we are preparing ourselves for the 
next move forward—a move which is 
already taking place—let us hope that we 
shall have the courage they had. 


" It is more than courage that is needed-—it 
is the wisdom to understand and the faith 
to believe, the humour to laugh at our- 
selves, and the enthusiasm to maintain our 
energy 100 percent—all this from all our 
members will see us through. 


One thousand active groups out of nearly 
1,300 all over Britain can, by co-ordinated 
effort, prevent the madness of a prolonged 
war. We look to you in the grouns to 
double your activities, and to bear your 
witness in every place. 


—- 


University News 


Regular Activities 


At Oxtord 


@O far this session the Oxford University 

Pacifist Association has had fcur meet- 
ings. The first on January 17 took the form 
of an informal debate on Federal Union. 


with no outside speakers. 

On January 24 John S. Hoyland spoke on work 
camps. On January 31 there was a joint meeting 
with the New Commonwealth Club, at which 
Brian Goddard spoke on “ Force and Federalism,” 
and on February 7 the fourth meeting was 
addressed by Mr. K. Digby. of the National 
Council of Civil Liberties. 

A fortnight ago there was an Oxford Univer- 
sity Friends Society public meeting in place of 
the usual OUPA gathering. 

Iilness and bad weather have resulted in meet- 
ings being less well attended than usual, but 
College groups have been organized on a larger 
scale than before and satisfactory progress has 
been made in other spheres of the organization. 


p-p-u bookshop 


NEW P.P.U. 


The Human Person and 


The First Bond of Peace pamphlet, to be followed by others, by Canon 
Charles Raven, Wilfred Wellock and J. Middleton Murry. 


FOR THOSE 


TO BE FULLY INFORMED 


Appellate Tribunal. Comments on 


Tribunal for Conscientious Objectors, with several cases reported in full. 
Central Board for Conscientious Objectors. 


Obrainable from P.P.U. Literature Department, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.A 


PPU Page 
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NEWS 


The Group 
Secrelary’s 


Weekly 
Notes 


Plead with your people to give us all they 
have—-time, money, and service. New 
literature is being printed and raust re 
paid for. New books are being written 1d} 
must be advertised. New groups are being 
formed and must be helped. 

From all sides comes new hope. P2zace 
moves are everywhere being discussed— 
and new possibilities may open up at any 
moment. Give us your practical help 
locally and nationally. We have the WILL, 
we only need your unstinted support. 


HE annual meeting of Birmingham members 
was held on February 10, when Herbert 
Whatley was re-elected Chairman of the Birm- 
ingham PPU Council and Sydney Conbeer Vice- 
Both of them paid tribute to the 
Miss 


Chairman. 
sterling work of Secretary Lilla Tansley. 
C Braitnwaite was re-elected Treasurer. 

An enccuraging report on Peace News sales 
showed that there had been a 50 percent increase 
during 1939 

The annua! meeting had been preceded, on the 
previous evening. by a Public Meeting. This was 
addressed ky Roy Walker and Miss Sybil 
Morrison, both of whom stressed the need for 
negotiation now. 

At a meeting of members held on February 18. 
Sydney Ccnbeer suggested plans for six weeks 
intensive pacifist activity in the City. 


Eastleigh’s Leaflets 


HE Literature Committee of the Eastleigh 
group has vroduced the following teaflets: 
Will you Slaughter the Innocents (blockade, 
Christian Pacifism, &c.); It depends on You (case 
for conference and individual pacifism); Means 
Test (Old Age Pensions and cost of war); There 
(case against extending 


What the Groups Are Doing 


must be no Bombing 


war); True Patriotism (patriotic basis of 
pacifism), 
The following are being prepared: Working 


Women work for Peace; and Rumours of Peace. 


Mr. T. Frank Smith, 115 Passfiel(l Av2nue, East- 
leigh, Hants., will gladly send specimen copies to 
anyone, or copies may be purchased at 4s, 6d. 
per thousand 


Feeling convinced that expression 
should be found for the growing demand for the 
cessation of hostilities, and wishing to encourage 
those who are opposing the parliamentary 
election truce, the Eastleigh group took a collec- 
tion in aid ot Councillor Searson, the Stop-the- 
War candidate in the Southwark by-election. 

Recent activities of the group have included 
the distribution of Christian Pacifist literature 
outside all local churches, 


political 


VOU, and the Chairman of your Region, 


To London Regional | 
Secretaries 


When You Move 


VV EMBERS are asked to make a 
i special point of sending any 
changes of address to PPU Head- 
quarters at Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


are invited to a preliminary confer- 
ence to discuss better co-ordination of re- 
gions within the London Area to be held 
on Tuesday, March 5, at 6 p.m. (before the 
usual memkers’ meeting) at Dick Sheppard 
Club, King's Weigh House. Binney Street 
(late Thomas Street), Oxford Street, oppo- : 
site Selfridge'’s. 


Civil Service Pacifists 


Membersnip of the Civil Service Pacifist 
Fellowship continues to grow and now totals 560. 


a ‘ Arrangements have been made for speakers, 
Light refreshments can be had at the! AEA? TAR eumenicliine Foon NCate menace 


club before or after the conference. ! tbasement), 42 Theobalds Road, W.C.1, each 
Please see that your region is represented , Tuesday lunch time at 12.45 p.m. 
at this important first meeting. \ Members ani friends are invited to attend. 
. ’ | Interested Civil Servants should write to the 
JOHN BARCEY secretary, Mr. D. H. Brims, 259 Northumberland 

(Convener). | Avenue, Welling, Kent. 


hap 7 is ee . regular group meeting. It was decided for the 
PEE GO = ee a Roass future to hoid in addition to the usual! monthly 


group mecting, at least one public meeting each 
month, when speakers prominent in the Peace 
Movement would be arranged for. 

It was also decided that a Study Circle be 
formed, part of each group meeting being de- 
voted to this object. 

The group already have an arrangement with 
the leading newsagent to stock Peace News on 
the condition that it pays him fcr unsold copies. 
The latter are delivered each week by the news- 
" "Ss 4 ep 
ON, February 13 9 suecessiul debate was held SE ee et ded da me 

between the Sudbury Discussion Cirele and 
the PPU under the chairmanship of Sir Kenneth 
Barlee. 
On behalf of the SDC. Mr. F. Dupiu.s moved 


that “ The granting of exemption to Conscientious ‘ 
Objectors jis contrary to the priaciples of true OMEN members of the Eastcote group have 


liberty’ and this was seconded by Councillor formed a weekty sewing group ut which 
The opening speakers for the garments are being made for distribution to 


of the Chiswick group, having been e 
to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Raymond LeMage. 

A number of members have just left the dis- 
trict and Mr. Phillips will be pleased to hear 
from signatories not now attending nee ee 
toad, 


each Friday at 8 p.m. at 17 Wellesley 


Chiswick, London, W.4. 


Debate at Sudbury 


been decided to extend tne same 
arrangement to include The Christian Pacifist 


montily. 


Eastcote Sewing Group 


R. J. Marshall. : : 
B. CQs and their dependents, wno are in need as a 


opposition were Mr. S. H. Fitch and Mr. 1 et ; 
Taylor. result of their pacifist convictions. 
Otfers of help are invited from any who are 
Nearly. forty people were present and the ; be y : : ae ee 
voting showed a large majority for the opposi- not attached to a similar group. If you are in- 
ti : terested and can helo. write to Mrs. D. M. 
ion. Wilkins, 52 Pine Gardens, Eastcote, Ruislip, 


Todmorden Social Evening ee 

HE Todmorden group recently held a social 

evening at the house of one of the members 

and during the evening a sale of bocks, maga- 

zines and sundry smail gifis brought by the 
members preduced £2 33. 33d. for funds. 


The idea, though not original, might be passed 
on as a suggestion for other groups. 


Birmingham Men's Mass Selling 


i Cage first Birmingham ail mens mass selling 
of Peace News was held on February 24. 
There were fifty sellers and 224 copies were sold 
in one and a halt hours. Selling was in pro- 
gress Whiie the women held a poster parade. 

Tne next mass street seliing for men and 
women will be held on Saturday, March i6, at 
230 p.m., starting from the Dick Sheppard 
House. 


Durham Meetings 


ROUP mectings are hold fortnightly in the 
Friends Meeting House, Durham City. Dur- 

ing the past two months four meetings have been 
held in colliery villages in the district, on the 
subject “Peace or War.’ One member has spoken 
and others have gone to help in the discussion. Taunton on Fesruary 20. 


Taunton Peace Group 


LARGE gathering listened to Maurice Rown- 
tree's talk “Fron War to Peace,” given at 
He stressed the great 


On the whole they have met with a very sym- jmportance of bringing the ar to an imme- 
pathetic hearing, and although the aud-ences gqjate end. 
have not been big, there have been some good For the past four weeks, members of the 


discussions. The Primitive Methodists have been tgunton Group have been selling Peace Neu's 
very good ab wut letting PPU members use their jy the streets, with some success. 

schoolrooms. More mectings of this sort are to On March 6 at 730 pm. at the Friends Mect- 
ing House. Bath Place, Mr. Turner of the Public 


LARGE audience at Brighton was disap- come 


pointed last Saturday at not hearing an 
address trom Mr George Lansbury, who was 


prevented by illness from attending. Earnest 
wishes were expressed for his speedy return to 
health. 


Addresses were given by Mrs. Duncan Harris, 
of the Women’s International League of Peace, 
and Dr. D. A. Crow. President of the local group 


of the PPU. 


Special! Stratford Campaign 


gee Stratford group is now half way through 
@ special six-weeks campaign which wiil 


Aid for Dundec'C.0.s 


SPECIAL groun for Conscientious Objectors 


Library will give an address. 


Eastbourne Demecnstration 


was formed by the Dundee group last . . frst : , 
October. It meets every Thursday in the PPU AS a follow “up of the Women s Peace Campaign 
oom, 6 Panmure Strect, at 8 p.m demonstration a further effort is being 
a ‘ 4 planned in Eastbourne for next Saturday 


In January, Dundce members commenced 


group. 


difficulties of members. The group will 


Thursday evening, 


series of special speakers on alternate Thursdays, 
and this has helped to stimulate interest in the 
The other Thursdays are devoted to 
Mock Triovrals and discussion of the personal 
be A public 
pleased to welcome all who are interested any 


4 (March 9). Any persons willing to take pact 
are asked to communicate with the Group Sec- 
retary, 1 Annington Road, or at the Group 
meeting held on Sundays at 2.45 p.m. at the 
Friends Meeting House, Wish Road. 

meeting on February 22 was 
addressed by Maurice Cranston, who spoke on 
“The Case for an Early Peace.” His talk was 


| 
Brighton Disappointed 


terminate with a special meeting on March 15. 
Andrew Stewart will be the chief speaker and 
a Groves, president of the group, wil! take the 
chair. OTH the newly elected chairman and vic?- 

Most of the surrounding groups co-operated in chairman of the Oldham and Rochdale 
a women’s poster parade on February 17, which branch of the National Union of Journalists are 
was about a quarter‘of a mile long. It is hoped pacifists. They are Mr. R. S. Shreeve and Mr. 
that a permanent Women's Campaign Committee K. C. Benton, and are associated with the 1ecently 
will be set up for the area and a women's peace re-formed Middleton (Lancashire) Peace Group 
petition drawn up to be circulated on a wide (affiliated to the PPU). 
scale. Taking the chair at the annual meeting of the ing) held in Dundee on Saturday, February 
OJdham and Rochdale branch of the NUJ on 17 was attended by representatives from 
February 13, Mr. Shreeve emphasized the Arbroath, Perth, St. Andrews and Methil. John 
necessity of working for peace instead of waiting Barclay and Herbert Palmer, Scottish secretary» 
for it to be done for us. were the speakers. 

The Regional Committee met, and elected hoa 
3 A Edwin S. Towill’as Regional chairman. May V- 

Monthly: Services in Dagenham D. Greig as Regional secretary, and Dr. T. Ewan 
4S Dagenham group has changed its meet- Faulkner as representative of the Region to the 
ing night from Friday to THURSDAY. Scottish Council. 

On Sunday. February 25, at 6.30 p.m., the group Signatories in Angus and North Fife Regio® 
held the first of a series of Monthly Church not actively in touch with any group are invited 
Services. to communicate with the Regional Secretary: 

The service was held in Kingsley Hall, PPU Office, 6 Panmure Street, Dundee, The 

loa, Mf . office is open each evening (Monday to Friday? 
Parsloes Avenue. Dagenham icofu,7) (a8 43 Ben. 


based on Charles Roden Buxton’s pamphlet of 
that name. 

Group members have made it their responsi- 
bility to offer friendship to Austrian and Ger- 
man refugees who are at present residing in two 
local hostels. 


Pacifists among Oldham Journalists 


Dundees Annual Meeting 
HIE Conference (and Annual Business Meet- 


PAMPHLETS 


Society, by Eric Gill. 3d. 


Street-Selling in Hull 


HE Hull group wishes to maintain a Peace 

News selling squad on Saturday afternoons. 
There is already a rota of names to call upon, 
but the more volunteers the easier will be the 
call upon the time of those helping. Offers of 
names will be gladly received by Mr. A. Leaper, 
at 64 Prospect Street, Hull. 


* 
WHO WANT 


Meetings in Swansea 
District 


A group of pacifist ministers has bee 
holding meetings in the Swansea’ district 
. J é at intervals of three or four weeks sincé 
Meetings in Tewkesbury the war started. 


Tt Tewkesbury and District Peace Group Peace meetings have been held in the indus” 
held a series of meetings on Sunday, trial villages of Glenaman, Gwauncaegurwe™ 


the December sitting of the Appellate 


6d. 


a public meeting in the afternoon, Wilfred They were addressed by the Revs. W. J. Rees, 7” 
Wellock spoke on the subject “ Whither Europe.” J. Roberts, Liewellyn C. Huws, John Bake!» 

Group members and interested Jones 
adjourned to the Tudor House Hotel for a tea- Future meetings are being planned at simil@ 
conference with Mr, Wellock, followed by the intervals. - 


=—— 


February 11, which proved a signal success. At Alltwen Clydach, Craigcefnpare and ‘Rthydyfrd 


friends Idwal Jones, Gwynedd Jones and Jorwerth Jone® 
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Items for inclusion in this column 
should contain: Date, Town, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of event; 
speakers, organizers (and secretary’s 
address). 

As it is a free service we reserve 
the right to select items for inclusion. 

Notices received after MONDAY 
will in any case stand very little 
chance of publication. 


* 

Today (Friday) 
CHARD, Somerset; 7.30 p.m. Labour Club Room; 
eel Gliddon and Harry Wickham (chairman); 
GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. Lower Reid Hall, Queens- 
hill Street; Mock Tribunal; No Conscription 
League. 
GLASGOW;; 7.30 p.m. ILP Rooms, Batson Street; 
Mock Tribunal; chairman: J. Dick; No Conscrip- 
tion League. 
LEEDS; 7.30 p.m. 
Woodhouse Lane; 
Union”; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
G A. Lyward on “Sentimentality in Delin- 
quency and Facifism ”; PPU. 
LOTHBURY; 1.10 p.m. The Vestry, St. 
Margaret’s (back of Bank of England) ; Preston 
Benson on “The Censors and the War”; City 
PPU group. 
SCARBOROUGH; 7.30 p.m. Public Library, 
Vernon Road; Dr. A. Herbert Gray and Mrs. J. E. 
Simpson (chairman); PPU. 


Friends’ Meeting House, 
Rev. Pogson on “Federal 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
BOSCOMBE (Bournemouth); 7 p.m. Temper- 
ance Hall, Haviland Road; A. Idoyd-Allen on 
“ Federal Union ”; PPU. 

GLASGOW; 3 p.m. Central Halls; 
Hughes and Andrew Stewart; PPU. 
LONDON, E.9; 3.30 p.m. Aspland Hall, Chatham 
Place; Maurice Briar, Rev. Martin Tupper and R. 
H. Pownall (chairman); PPU. 
LONDON, W.1; 3 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memorial 
Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street; conference 
On “Can the War Stop?”; J. Middleton Murry. 
RUGBY; 7pm. Friends’ Meeting House, (Regent 
Place); Wilfred Wellock; PPU. 
SOUTHAMPTON; 7 p.m. Central Hall, Marsh 
ane; J. Howard Whitehouse, Fenner Brockway 
and Rev. Bridge (chairman); ILP and PPU. 
TOOTING; 7.30 p.m. Lynwood Road Methodist 
Church Hall. High Street (close to Mayfair 
Cinema); Regionai rally; R. H. Ward on “ The sig- 


Emrys 


-Nificance of the arts in the Pacifist Movement”; 
PPU 


TRURO; 2.30 p.m Friends’ Meeting House; 
Build world peace Now ”; Women’s march and 

Public meeting: PPU. 

UPPER TOOTING; 4 p.m. Holy Trinity Church; 

Service of Prayer for Peace; Rev. Kenneth Budd; 

Anglican Pacifist Fellowship. 

WORCESTER; 6 p.m. Friends’ Mecting House, 

Sansome Walk; H. Hilditch on “Sanitation and 

Plague "; PPU. 


Saturday and Sunday, March 2 and 3 
NORTHAMPTON; Friends’ Meeting House. Wel- 
lington Street: third annual general meeting of 

orthampton group; John Barclay; PPU. 


Sunday, March 3 
BANBURY; 3 pm. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Horse Fair; Major F. J. Wise on “ What I think 
about the War ”; PPU. 
BIRMINGHAM; 6.30 p.m. Priory Rooms, Upper 
Tiory, near Lewis’s Stores; “For Peace and 
Freedom *: Joyce Wells, Will Morris, and Sydney 
Conbeer (chairman); No Conscription League. 
GLASGOW; 11.15 am. Study Circle, 100 West 
Regent Street; Andrew Stewart on “ The Pacifist 
Task Now.” 
GLASGOW (Knightswood); 3 p.m. Band Hall, 
Knightswood Road; Cnr. Tom Shaw on “ Experi- 
ences as a CO during the last war”; No Con- 
Scription League. r 
GLASGOW; 7 p.m. SSP Hall, 16 Ayr Street: 
anti-war meeting; Cnr. George Smith and Tom 
aylor; No Conscription League. 
LEVENSHULME (Manchester); 8 pm. Wesley 
Street Schoolroom; Mrs. Coppock, Mrs. Amy 
wis and Mrs. Oehlcke (chairman); Women's 
eace Campaign 
LONDON, W.1; 12.15 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street: 
fellowship meeting; “Can the War Stop?’; 
aurice Rowntree. 
LONDON, W.1; 2 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memorial 
Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street; conference 


eel “Can the War Stop?”; Max Plowman. 


RUSHDEN; 7.30 p.m. Adult School Buildings: 
Miss 0. K. Latchman on “Federal Union”; 
Chairman: A. H. Wakefield; Rushden Peace 
SsOciation and PPU. 


THE CASE FOR A 
NEGOTIATED 
PEACE 
* 


od 


Peace Pledge Union meeting at 


QUEEN'S HALL, 


Saturday, March 9, 3 p.m. 


¥ 
SPEAKERS : 
Lord Ponsonby, J. Middleton Murry, 
Mary Gamble and others. 
Chairman: Dr. Alex Wood. 


ava 

Reserved %eats (2s. 6d. and Is.)—+tickets 

tom Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 

Street, London, W.C.1. Admission free 
to unreserved seats. 

(Volunteers are wanted to sell " Peace News" 

“ring the morning; communicate with Eric 


Atkinson at CLErkenwell 7218 during the day, 
TERminus 399i at night.) 


SUSHES CECE TE SES CRTSHT gessansaceveseereseeestenusseessr Cuauseenoerecessuaeeresacecesensass: i! 


r 


Dates for Your Diary 


PEACE 


Monday, March 4 
DARVEEL ; 7.30 p.m. Co-operative Hall; Andrew 
Stewart; PFU. 
WOODFORD GREEN; 8 p.m. 
PPU. 


John Barclay; 


Tuesday, March 5 


LONDON, W.1; 6 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memoria! 
Club, _Binney Street, Oxford Street: London 
Regional representatives’ meeting; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 12.45 pm. Cafe Embassy, 42 
Theobald’s Road; John Barclay; Civil Service 
Pacifist Fellowshin. 

TOWER. HILL; 12.45 p.m. Open-air meeting; 
Rev. Pat Figgis: City PPU group. 


Wednesday, March 6 

HARROW; 8 p.m. Hindes Road Congregational 
Church Hall; Dr. A. D. Belden on “ Pacifism the 
Foundation of Peace”; FoR. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA; 8 pm. Excelsior Girls 
Club Hall, Victoria Avenue (opposite Public 
Library); headquarters speaker; chairman: Lloyd 
Thomas; PPU. 


Thursday, March 7 
BURNLEY; 7.30 p.m. Temperance Rooms, Brown 
Street; John Barclay and Mary Pilling (chair- 
man); PPU. 
CHEAM; 8 p.m. 22 Cecil Road: Dr. Fuchs on 
“The History of the Jews"; PPU. 
DUNDEE; 8 p.m. PPU Room, 6 Panmure Street; 
COs’ meeting; Rev. J. M. McGauley on “Con- 
science ”; PPU. 
EASTLEIGH; 7.30 p.m. Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Desborough Road; Rev. S. Wing on * The 
message oi the Cross for Today”; Ronald S. 
Mallone (chairman); PPU. 


Friday, March 8 

EPSOM; 7.30 p.m Sherwood School. 6 Burgh 
Heath Road; A. Stephen Soel on “Is war resist- 
ance politic2!?”; PPU, 
GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. ILP Rooms, Batson Street, 
lecture by B. Harrison on “ Lowdown on Con- 
science": No Conscription League. 
IONDON, W.C.1; 8 pm. 8 Endsleigh Gardens: 
eeorne Padmore on “ The Empire and the War"; 
LOTHBURY; 1.10 p.m. The Vestry. St. Mar- 
garet's (at the back of Bank of England); Rev. 

Herbert Gray on “ Winning the Peace”; City 
PPU group. 
STOURBRIDGE; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House. Scotts Road; “ Armistice Now” confer- 
ence; Rev. John Mellor and Rev. C. T. Gilwhite 


(chairman); PPU. FoR and Methodist Pcace 
Fellowship 

Saturday, March 9 
HAMMERSMITH; 5 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 


House. The Mall; regional meeting; tea served; 
John McNair on ‘The Policy of the ILP and its 
attitude to the War”; PPU. 

KETTERING; 2.30 p.m. Massed selling of Peace 
News; 7 p.m Trade Union Offices, Club Street; 
Social and Dance; PPU. 

NEW BARNET; 5 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House; 
conference for prospective COs: short talks by 
men who were COs in 1916-19; J. Allen Skinner. 
Robert Abbott, Fred Murfin, Cnr. Albon (Civil 
Service Pacifist Fellowship) and possibly. H. 
Runham Brown and George Plume; Advisory 
Bureau for COs. 

WORCESTER; 6 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Sansome Walk; Gerald K. Hibbert on * The Main- 
tenance of 9ur Ideals "; PPU. 


Sunday, March 10 
WESTHOUGHTON; 8 p.m. Palace Cinema, 


Church Street; Andrew Stewart. Wilfred Wellock 
and Rev. F. B. Hamkinson (chairman); PPU. 
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| Political Objectors : No Order 


Issued by Appellate Tribunal 


| . . 

J OCAL tribunals for conscientious 
|“ objectors have had no _ instructions 
from the Appellate Tribunal concerning 
the treatment of political objectors. 

This seems to be clear from a conversa- 
tion which the chairman of the South- 
Western Tribunal had with our observer in 
Bristol on Wednesday of last week about 
his report in Peace News (February 9) that 
the attitude of this tribunal toward the 
political objector had changed since the 
recent decision of the Appellate Tribunal. 

Our observer describes his talk with 
Judge Wethered, the chairman, as follows: 

“The conversation was quite friendly, the sole 
purpose being to correct any misunderstanding 
that might be at the back of my mind as to the 
present attitude of the tribunal. 

“I was informed that my report was in sub- 
stance all right, but if I had got the impression 
that instructions had been sent out by the 
Appellate Tribunal relative to their decision re- 
garding poiitical objectors, then I was wrong. 
No such instructions had been received. The 
representative from the local office of the Minis- 
try of Labour, who was also present, informed 
me that they had tried to get a ruling but had 
not succeeded. 


“I told the Chairman that I would correct the 
misunderstanding. 


Tribunals Ruling 


“On the following day he showed me a docu- 
ment giving their decision on the political aspect, 
which read: ‘ We have ruled that a political objec- 
tion {f on one or more of the grounds mentioned 
in section 5 (1) of the Act may be a conscientious 
objection within the meaning of the National 
Service (Armed Forces) Act, 1939, if it is held 
with such intensity of conviction that it can 
properly be regarded as an objection based on 
moral conviction honestly held ’.” 

Our observer goes on to comment that “ there 
is still no attempt to harass objectors; that is my 
considerei opinion after taking, with some difli- 
culty, as detached a survey of the proceedings as 
is humanly possible. 

“ Questioning is more intense; more time is 
being taken with most cases, with. now and 
again, a dissertation on democracy and the evils 
of Nazism. 


“Crude” Statements, by C.0.s 


“Occasionally impatience on the part of 
tribunal members is obvious. This is due to sucn 
statements by COs as, ‘I would not give a woun- 
ded soldier a drink of water, or ‘I would not 
assist a wounded soldier.’ 

“We can hardly expect tribunal members or 
anyone else to appreciate these statements. They 
are so very crude. These lads do not seem to be 
able to distinguish between doing such work as 
free individuals. as acts of human kindness, and 
performing them under military orders. 

“Therefore the inevitable happens, such as 
when the chairman remarked to an applicant on 
Saturday: *In the event of an air raid on this 
country you have bound yourself down to seeing 
women and children mown down by machine-gun 
fire and to taking no part in helping them.’ 

“ Exception is also being taken to the pledge of 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


ACCOM MODALLON 
To Let 


Classified Advertisements 


HALIFAX: reader wishes give handsome oak 
bookcase (7 ft. wide, 8 it. high, divisible) to in- 


Istitution or reading room.—Box 344, Peace News, 


ROOM FOR PACIFISTS in community, Sutton. 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Own bed-sitting rooms, full board, 25s. weekly.— 
Apply Dorothy Vickers. 51 Sherwood Park Road, 
Sutton. 


BOOKS 


THE BROTHERS OF THE BRUDERHOF 
COMMUNITIES would like to draw your atten- 
tion to their latest publication, The Early 
Christians, and its witness for a True Peace. 


4s, 6d. and 3s., from The Plough Publishing House, | it excelent.” 
tletters 


Ashton Keynes, Swindon. Wilts. 


TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The book 
for which Action and the New’ Leader refused 
advertisements. Truth says “so dangerous that 
the authorities should lose no time in suppressing 
it.” Two shillings and sixpence from British 


People’s Party, 13 John Street. London. W.C.1.! 


BUSINESS 


YOUNG MAN, educated, healthy, no experi- 
ence, some capital, requires partnership. in 
established market garden, or would consider 
commencing in partnership with experienced 
market gardener with capital—Box 336, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. ‘ 


ESPERANTO 


ESPERANTO:. Pacifist Esperanta League.— 
Secretary. W. J. Brigden, 232, Sellincourt Roac, 
S.W.17. ESPERANTO PRINTING — same 
address. i 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D, WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way, North Letchworth. 
885). 


3 MEETINGS, &c. 
FELLOWSHIP LEAGUE. Helpful discussions, 

Ladies, gentlemen. 6 Lansdowne Crescent, 

Glasgow. Sundays, 7.30 p.m. Silver Collection. 


PERSONAL 


BIRMINGHAM PACIFIST A DVI so RY 
BUREAU Advice concerning registration of 
COs can ke obtained by writing to the Secre- 
tory, c/o Friends’ “Library, 8 Dr. Johnson 
Passage, Bull Street, or ealling any Thursday, 
between 6 and 8 p.m. = 

TWO POOR PACIFISTS urgently require re- 
turn journey London-Edinburgh before Easter.— 
Sergean. 374 Woodham Lane, Addlestone. 


jclerk, mainly accounts. 


(Letchworth - 


| PRINTING 


ee 
) PACIFIST PRINTER. Handbills, leaflets, pro- 
| grammes, and general printing. —W. J. Brigden 


232 Sellincourt Road, London, S.W 17. 
PUBLICATIONS 


* PLEASE MAY I have twelve more. . . I think 
An extract from one of many 
from subscribers to Headline News- 
Letters. Fifty-twe letters, 10s. Od. Twenty-six 
5s. 6d. Specimen Copy, 2d.—Sec., Headline News- 
Letters, 13 John Street, W.C.1. 


READ “PEACE WITH HONOUR.” A forceful 
“monthly review of the situation dedicated to 
Peace by Negotiation. Published by Ralph Jebb, 
ieonaels from Griffin, 144 Old Christchurch 
; Road, Bournemouth. 2d. per copy. 

RELIGIOUS 


| QUAKERISM.  [nformation and_ literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends. free on application to the 
Friends Home Service Committee, Friends House, 
Euston Road. London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 
BRISTOL MERCHANT 


requires 
Particulars, Box 343. 
Peace News. 3 Biackstock Road, N.4. 


POTAIO MERCHANT, West of England, re- 
quires drivers.—Box 341, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


WEST GE ENGLAND. Experienced gardener 
wanted, to grow and market. Must be able to 


oh eee 342, Peace Ne:es, 3 Blackstock Road, 


Wanted 


CO, experienced custing, estimating, statistical 
reports, also technical, urgently requires situa- 
tion anywhere. Not on war work.—G. B. Shaw, 
62 Gaveston Road, Coventry. 


co seeks employment ‘in agriculture (not 
forestry) in Essex.—Box 340, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


CORRESPONDENCE/SALES “CLERK (26) 
seeks Compatible Job. Consider anything. Ex- 
perienced Pharmacy and Radio. Matriculation. 
Rover Scout.—Box 334, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


competent 


the Peace Pledge Union; but there, of course, we 
must retain our right. 

“ Another fact to be noted is that, to be suc- 
cessful, an atsolute claim must be well presented 
and sustained. 

“Another point of interest is that Judge 
Wethered still adheres to his statement, made in 
December: Wher people say that we have not 
made progress in democracy. I ask them to con- 
sider objection A’. He pointed out that under 
this rule a man might be registered as an objec- 
tor even though he had no objection to combatant 
service, but objected merely to conscription. I 
showed the chairman this report; he still stands 
by it.” 


PAMPHLETS FOR 
C.0.s 


The Objector Avpea’s.—Northern Pacifist Bur- 
pate Mundella Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Gree 

The Appellate Tribunal.—Central Board for 
COs, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 6d. 

Te Conscientious Objectors Wishing Jo Appeal.— 
C.B.C.O., 1s. per hundred. 

The first of these pamphlets is an outline for 
conscientious objectors and their advisors; it is 
comprehensive if somewhat difficult reading. It 
is likely to be more useful to an advisory bureau 
than to the conscientious objector himself. 

Under the heading of “ Representation,” this 
sentence occurs: ‘t Legal representation on appeal 
whenever if can be arranged, is strongly advised.” 
This is questionable. Solicitors themselves have 
commented on the fact that the Appellate Tribu- 
nal does not leok with too much favour on the 
legally represented case. In particular instances 
it is very prcbably advisable to have such repre- 
sentation. but this shculd not be given as general 
advice. The pamphlet shows a proper apprecia- 
tion of the advisory function of the bureau. 

The Appellate Tribunal, a review of the pro- 
ceedings of the Appellate Tribunal in England 
and Wales (December sittings), is addressed 
to the general public interested in conscientious 
objection. The preparatory note expresses the 
hope that it will be of particular use to the objec- 
tor who decides to appeal, but only in the sense 
that it collects and comments on information 
made available by verbatim reports. Four of 
these verbatim reports of cases before the 
Appellate Tribunal in December are quoted in. 
full. A certain amount of light reading is given 
in a selecticn of tribunal questions and observa- 
tions. 

The leafle*. To Conccienticus Objectors Wishing 
to Appeal, gives simply and concisely the informa- 
tion necessary for objectors wishing to avpeal. 
it is purely informatory and is not concerned with 
the exposition of the »bjector’s conscientious 
case. 


“Will anybody tell me how to reconcile the 
statement of President Roosevelt that 98 percent 
of American sympathy is for Finland with the 
fact that American sales of gasoline to Russia 
have risen sharply to 57,120,000 gallons in four 
months? 

“Td just like to know.” 

— Cassandra,” Daily Mirror, February 14. 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


GENTLEMAN, pacifist, well educated, quick at 
figures, keen gardener, understands paving, 
walks, &c. Employment needed in Birmingham. 
—Box 345, Peace Nevis, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PACIFIST (23), Registered CO, sceks com- 
patible employment. Present firm turning over 
to war work. Capable secretary; shorthand- 
typist (fast speeds). 8 years’ experience office 
routine. Salary £3.—Box 339, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road. London, N.4. 


SOCIAL WORK; married couple; 10 years’ ex- 
perience, adults and children; educational, oecu- 
pational, responsible organizers, catering; any- 
where.—Box 335, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


WORK URGENTLY WANTED. C.O. Uncondi- 
tionally Registered Married. Travel anywhere. 
Preferably West—Allen, 146 Beaconsfield Road, 
Norwich. 


YOUNG MAN (prospective CO) Bradford, 
Yorks, desires market gardening, fruit farming, 
agricultural work or similar occupation. Inex- 
perienced, willing | Near home town preferred. 
not essential.—Box 346, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road. N.4 


TYPEWRITING 


BEST RIBBON Now Costs only 2s. 0d., postage 
paid. Name typewriter, colour(s).—Lamb’s, 
Adelphi Chambers, Preston. 


FIRST-CLASS TYPEWRITING and Duplicat- 
ing.—Mabel Eyles. 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
Lordon, S.E.24. Brixton 2863. 
ee 

WHERE TO STAY 
————— 

COTSWOLD COTTAGE, Comfortable, friendly, 
pacifist, vegetarian Lovely views. garden, sta- 
tion.—6, Enstone Road, Charlbury, Oxon. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. Vege- 
tarian Guest House. Alt. 600 ft. For happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation. Central Heating 
H and c. water in bedrooms.--A. and K. S. 
Ludlow, The Briars Crich.. Matiock. Station: 
Ambergate (LM:S.). Tel: Ambergate 44 


IN THE ~ VALLEY OF PEACE.” Guest House 
that provides an escape from war atmosphere, 


Vegetarian Food Reform table. Log fires. 
Beautiful setting near Beech Woods. Tariff from 
proprietors: “Fortunes Well.” Sheepscombe, 


Stroud. Glos. 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,” 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.l. B. ani B., 5s.: double, 
8s. 6d. Oppusite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 3572. 


WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House and 
Community Crafts centre. Vegetarian diet.— 
Barn House, Brockweir, Mon, 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


March 1, 1940 


Sales Scheme 


Copies of “ Peace News” ordered last week: 
35,713 


Last week’s donations to “Peace News 
£6 16s. 3d. 
Total of “Peace News” Fund to date: 
£514 2s. 9d. 


“NZOU may be interested to know how 
a 


{200 remained on Tuesday) 


” Fund: 

It is the purpose of the State Tribunal to 
examine the conscience of applicants and every- 
one will surely realize the tremendous difficulty 
of the task which they have undertaken. That 
difficulty is not lessened by reason of the fact 
that most of those called up so far are young 
men who have had very little chance of learn- 
ing how to give expression to their views in 
public or to describe what they mean by 
conscientious conviction . 

The difficulty of the applicant when he finds 
himself faced by a Tribunal may therefore be 
well imagined. That this is recognized by the 
Act itself is shown from the fact that an appli- 
cant is allowed to be represented by counsel, 
trade union representative or bona fide friend, 
who presumably would be there *to help the 
applicant express himself so that he was able 
to describe the opinjpns he conscientiously held 
in a way which would give others the best 
opportunity of judging whether he was sincere 
or not. 

It is not always. possible for the applicants 
to avail themselves of this provision, particularly 
since the expenses incurred in bringing such 
friendly support may have to be met by the 
applicant himself. Where, therefore, these so- 
called schools, or mock tribunals, have been 
held, it has only been in the desire to provide, 
before the applicant goes to his Tribunal, the 
same kind of assistance as the Act allows him 
when appearing before the Tribunal itself. 

Obviously no man can give to another a 
conscience, but a man can be made aware of 
the best way in which, if he has a conscience, 
he can demonstrate it. It has never Deen the 
intention to attempt to form a man’s conscience 
for him, but only, when there was reason to be- 
lieve that an applicant’s objection was on grounds 
of conscience, to attempt to make it more pos- 
sible for him to express himself adequately before 
the Tribunal. 

The PPU would go so far as to claim that, 
since the members of the Tribunal must be de- 
sirous that each applicant should have as fair 
an opportunity as possible of stating his case, 
those who attempt to ensure this are, in fact, 
doing a service to the Tribunal as well as to 
the conscientious objector himself 


(b) Picketing 


Again the title is open to complete misunder- 
standing. There has been no attempt to picket, 
in the generally accepted sense of the word, or 
to persuade those who were registering to alter 
the decision at which they had _ previously 
arrived. The purpose of such activity as has 
been taken has only been to ensure that those 
who wanted to register as Conscientious 
Objectors were aware of their rights ynder the 
Act. 

For this reason the Peace Pledge Union has 
strongly advised its groups only to distribute 
a leaflet which sets out the provisions of the Act. 

In the case of both these activities (“‘ Mock” 
Tribunals and Picketing], the PPU realizes that 
it cannot vouch for the action of every one of 


Scottish Appellate 
Tribunal Results 


From Our Own Correspondent 
FOLLOWING is a summary of the deci- 


sions of the Scottish Appellate Tribunal 
on Thursday and Friday last: 


some friends of mine help sales. We 
buy two copies instead of one, and then 
arrange with the local newsagent to dis- 
play the second copy for sale on the under- 
standing that if it is not sold we will buy 
it back at the end of the week. ... Seems 
to me that if seven readers in each town 
did this, circulation would go up, for only 
in one case has a copy been left when it is 
properly displayed.” 

So writes a Bristol reader Mr. J. H. Griffiths, 
Peace Pledge Union group leader in Rhyl, tells us 
ofa similar scheme in that town. One newsagent 
disposed of three copies the first week, six copies 
the secon¢ week, nine in the third week, twelve 
in the fourth week, and fifteen in the fifth week. 


He hopes to do even better with a Peace News 
poster outside his shop. 

Mr. A.J. Tullett, of Selly Oak, who arranges 
for his newsagent to reserve six copies on a 
similar basis, also had encouraging results. Any 
copies over at the end of the week (only one—or 
two) he posts to near-pacifist friends. 


Readers Have a 


Two recent contributions to the Peace News 
Fund cal! for special mention. 

Mr. A. Pawsey. who receives a weekly war 
bonus of 2s 6d., has decided to change it into a 
peace bonus—by sending it to the fund. And 
Mr. R. J. MacRae writes: “As a farm-worker I 
cannot afford to contribute to the Peace News 
Fund, but I can send a few 14d. stamps to help in 
a very small way toward the cost of acknowledg- 
ments. I hope everyone who writes to you will do 
the same.” 


° . * 


(The Peace News fund was launched to release 
for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union’s activity the subsidy at present paid to 
Peace News. Donations of any size will be 
welcomed and individual acknowledgments will 
be sent. Cheques should be made payable to 
Peace News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge 
Union, and should be sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4.) 


—_——_>——_ 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London. N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 

Subscription Rates, home and abroad. 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes al! who 
accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter what their 
approach. Its activity is not contined to the 
registration of those who are opposed to war, 
but promotes" and encourages a_ constructive 
peace policy. _Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give 
your pledge on a postcard: — 


{ cenounce war and [ will never support or 


sanction another. Local decisions upheld 18 

Sign this, add your address, and send the card Changed to non- combatant "duties “ae 3 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, » . » Present employment ogie” “53 
London, W.C.1. ” » ‘agricultural work aS 
» Unconditional exemption .. 4 

* Cases adjourned aps a9 et 7 eu 

Nelther the Peace Pledge Unicn nor Peace = 
Neus itself is necessarily committed to views Total “ ay we .. 32 


Of the four given unconditional exemption, two 
had been removed frofm the COs’ register by the 
local tribunal. Of the three changed to present 
employment, two had been given non-combatant 
duties and one had been removed from the regis- 
ter Two of the three changed®o argicultural 
work were given non-combatant duties by the 
local tribunal. Most of the local decisions up- 
held were cases which were removed from the 
register. A few were appealing against condi- 
tional exemption and some against non-combat- 
ant duties. 


C.0.s Not Wanted on 


Minesweepers 


Minesweeping is not to be a form of alternative 
service open to conscientious objectors. 

A Ministry of Labour representative said at 
the South-Eastern tribunal last week that the 
Admiralty had decided that COs cannot be 
accepted for! service in mineswceping because 
every member of the crew must be prepared to 
help in detending his ship. 


“The Tribunal” 


The need for the Fellowship of Conscien-| 
tious Objectors to be strengthened until it 
can play a part similar to that of the No-| 
Conscription Fellowship in the last war is! 
stressed by Fenner Brockway in an article 
in the second issue of The Tribunal,| 
monthly organ of the Fellowship of COs. 

Other articles include: “An Echo from 


expressed in the articles we publish. Contribu- 
tions are welcomed, though no payment is made. 
They should be typewritten. if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


To 


{Newsagent's name} 


Please deliver “PEACE NEWS" 
to me weekly. 


Name .— 


Address 


as from issue dated 


Note to Newsagent :— 


"PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. Ii is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


THE TRUTH 
THE P.P.U. 


(continued from page one) 


1916-18,” by an “Old Conchie” and pacifist. 
socialist and humanitarian SEB EES 
against participation in war. 

The Tribunal is obtained from the FCO, 
at 1 Paper Buildings, Temple, E.C., price; 
2d. 
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ABOUT 


its many members, but its agreed policy as a 
Union is quite clear. 


(c) Leaflet Campaign 


Some exception was taken to the widespread 
distribution of a series of leaflets under the 
general title of “Stop the War.” 

At the outbreak of war the Peace Pledge 
Union made its position perfectly plain. It 
Stated that it relied upon its members to keep 
their pledge, and that the refusal to support or 
sanction war meant the refusal to support or 
sanction this war. 

Since then the Peace Pledge Union has tried 
to give reasons for its belief that the war was 
not inevitable, that its causes lay much deeper 
than those’ which were generally admitted and 
expressed in the Government’s war aims, and 
that in any case, none of the aims could be 
achieved by the method of war. It has therefore 
continued to press for a stopping of the war at 
the earliest possible moment in order that the 
representatives of the belligerent nations and 
the neutrals could come together in a real de- 
termination to face the actual causes of conflict 
and in a readiness on the part of all to make 
such sacrifices as will inevitably be necessary 
if a peace founded on justice and right relation- 
ships is to be establisned 

In the belief that there is still an opportunity 
to obtain by negotiation the peace which could 
never be achieved by stalemate or dictation. 
the Peace Pledge Union sent a resolution to the 
Prime Minister (which Peace News published on 
February 9). 

If the Home Secretary is right in his conten- 
tion that there 1s widespread agreement with 
him in the belief that the activities of the Peace 
Pledge Union constitute an abuse, we would 
venture to suggest that that is only because 
such activities have been misinterpreted and 
misunderstood. 

On the other hand the daily experience of the 
Peace Pledge Unicon is that there is a wide- 
spread and growing desire on the part of ordinary 
men and women in this country (and. as they 
believe, in other countries) to end the war at 
once. The Peace Pledge Union will endeavour 
to extend and represent this desire, and is 
planning a national campaign starting with a 
Queen's Hall meeting on March 9, to press for 
immediate negotiations. 


Stuart Morris 
(National Secretary) 


A Just Peace 
Now! 


(continued from page 1 


to take the initiative in mediating peace. 
It is no derogation of our dignity—though 
what is dignity compared to the death- 
agony of a civilization?—if we were to de- 
clare that we were willing, for the sake of 
sheer humanity, to accept a peace that was 
arbitrated by the neutrals. 

_The will to peace—that-is what is 
wanted ; and that the PPU must set itself 
to arouse all through the country. Not the 
mere desire for peace, but the active will 
towards it: the will that can take the 
initiative. 

I think that there are good psychological 
reasons why it should not be a campaign 
merely “To Stop the War,” but rather a 
campaign for “ A Just Peace Now—you can 
have it!” We assuredly can, if only we 
can arouse the will to demand it. And we 
can do t':t, if only we have the will our- 
selves. 

The winter is ending ;: the spring is near 
Sursum corda! Lift up your hearts! 


How Ideas 
Are Spread 


T the COs’ tribunal in Manchester I 

heard one applicant, when asked 
what pacifist literature he had read, reply: 
“Peace News”; asked where he had got 
it, he replied: “I saw it in the public 
library.’ 


Another applicant, asked what he had 
read, said: “ Dick Sheppard pamphlets,” 
and when asked where from, replied: 
“They were pushed under the door.” 


Both these applicants said their definite 
awakening to a decided interest in peace 
began in these ways. Thus the work of 
PPU groups, often such drudgery and so 
discouraging, does have it good results. 
I was encouraged. Other readers may 
also be glad to know about these incidents. 


DOUGLAS J. J. OWEN 


H. G. Wells at Big 


London Meeting 


MEETING rather out of the ordinary run of 
public demonstrations will be held at the 
Central Hall, Westminster. on March 12, when 


A 


H. G. Wells, Sefior de Madariaga, and J. 
Middleton Murry are to discuss the basic prin- 
ciples of a new world order under the chairman- 
ship of Dr C. E. M. Joad. 

The brilliance of the “platform” is likely to 
justify the National Peace Council’s confidence 
in taking so large a hall. 

Mr. Wells is expected to discuss his provisional 
re-statement of the Rights of Man, at present 
being debated in the Daily Herald, while Senore 
de Madariaga and Mr. Middleton Murry will no 
doubt throw the emphasis on to obligations both 
corporate and individual. Senor de Madariaga. 
one of tre most distinguished of the servants 
of the League of Nations in its more flourishing 
days. is the “designer” of certain principles o 
world unity and these will probably form the 
basis of his contribution, It is hoped that the 
peace movement will encourage the Council by 
rallying to the Central Hall and ensuring 4 
pronounced success for the meeting. 


War Resisters Abroad | 


The following Informative Group Talks havé 
been arranged by the War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional Group of Speakers: 


March 3. EASTLEIGH PPU _ Federation 
Stanley G. Cooper. 

March 6. YEOVIL PPU; George Lockett. 

March 6. BROMLEY; Eric T. Roaci. 

March 12. HAYES (Kent); Eric T. Roéch. 

March 14. KINGSTON PPU; wine T. Roach. 

March 14. TOTTENHAM PPU; J. G. Forsyth 

March 18. CRAWLEY PPU; Kenneth Clark. 

March 18. Methodist Peace Fellowship — 
Trinity FINSBURY PARK; S. P. 
Larcombe. 

April 5. STREATHAM: Kenneth C.ark. 

April 5. SEVENOAKS Toc H; Sydney P. 
Larcombe. 

Any other groups wishing to hear about thé 


work being done abroad for war resistance: 
should communicate with: Mr. Sydney P: 
Larcombe or Miss Grace M. Beaton (Gen. Sec.) 
at 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


“The Peace Coalition” 


We are asked to announce thats the Peacé 
Pledge Union has no connexion with “ The Peace 
Ccalition.” which is compiling a ‘“ Peace Regis 
ter” of those who think the war should not con 
tinue. 


* Falsehood in Wartime ” 


Sales of Lord Ponsonby’s book, False 
hood in War-Time. now in its ninth impres 
sion, have multiplied sevenfold since the 


| outbreak of war. 
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